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FIG. 2. Sketch of the black tail deer made by Titian 1{amsay Peale the evening of August 1, 1820. In the background is a depiction of a butte, sketched by Peale the following morning when Major Long's party passed
the f~ur
buttes in the valley of Ute Creek near present-day Bueyeros, Harding County, New Mexico. (Mr.
I
RichiJ.rd H. Skryrock, Librarian of the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, has kindly granted per-
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MAJOR LONG'S ROUTE FROM THE ARKANSAS TO
THE CANADIAN RIVER, 1820

By JOHN M. TUCKER·
n the early history of the United States, first-hand knowl-

I edge of the vast reaches of the Rocky Mountain region
was almost solely the possession of trappers and fur traders.
The history of scientific exploration and research in this region may be considered to date from the expedition of Lewis
and Clark. Developments came about slowly, however, despite the growth of commercial trade via the Santa Fe Trail
from the early 1820's onward. It was not until the 1840's,
with their numerous government-sponsored expeditions and
surveys, that scientific knowledge began to grow apace.
. Of the earliest official expeditions to the West, the one to
the Rocky Mountains in 1820 under the command of Major
Stephen H. Long is well-known to students of early western
history. Although perhaps not so widely known to the general
public as the expeditions of Lewis and Clark or Pike, its
accomplishments were, nevertheless, subs~ailtial and noteworthy. A journal of the expedition was published in 1823
by Dr. Edwin James, the botanist and geologist of the party.l
• Associate Professor of Botany, University of California, Davis.
1. Edwin James, Account of an E",pedition from Pittsburgh eo the Rocky Mountai....
Performed in the Years 1819, 18110. This was published in Philadelphia in 1823 (Carey and
Lea), then, with occasional but trivial changes, in London (Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme,
and Brown) the same year. This will be cited hereafter as "James, Account," the Philadelphia edition being the one quoted.
Augustus Edward Jessup was originally appointed geologist of the expedition; but he
remained with the group during the first aeason (1819) only, and 80 did not make the trip
to the Rockies in 1820.
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This is a compilation to which sev~ral other members of the
expedition contributed, notably Major Long himself, and
Thomas Say, the zoologist~ It comprises a record of daily
events, the itinerary of the party, and observations on
weather conditions, the flora and fauna, topography, and geology of the country through which they passed. Until recently
this was the only narrative of the expedition, and consequently it has been the principal source of information available to students of this period. 2
Portions of James' itinerary are seemingly quite sketchy
and indefinite. For this reason some writers on early western
explorations have been quite critical of the expedition and its
published records. Chittenden, for example, was quite severe:
"The route trom the time the party left the South Platte until
they arrived at the Canadian is extremely difficult to follow
except along the Arkansas. It would be scarcely possible to
find in any narrative of Western history so careless an itinerary, and in a scientific report .like that of Dr. James, it is
quite inexcusable."3 Similar sentiments (although expressed
somewhat less harshly) have been echoed by a number of
later writers. 4 A more sympathetic appraisal of the expedi2. Much additional information on the Lo;'g expedition has become available with the
recent publication of "The Journal cif Captain JohnR. Bell" (edited and with introductions by Harlin M. Fuller and LeRoy R. Hafen; Arthur H. Clark Co., Glendale, Calif.,
1957. This is Vol. VI in "The Far West and the Rockies Historical Series,'; LeRoy Hafen,
ed.). Captain Bell, the official journalist for the expedition, parted company with Long
on the Arkansas River,.,however, and the_present account is concerned with Long's route
southward to the Canadian River.
I have also consulted a microfilm of Edwiri James' "Diary and Journal Notes, 18201827" (Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley; original in the Columbia
University· Libra~y, New York). This ·is a diary which James kept while on Long's expe·dition to the Rockies imd after its return while he was writing the narrative of the expedition. Regular entries, with some gaps, extend from March 22, 1820, to January 9, 1823.
Also i'nc]uded is a narrative of his service as' an army surgeon in Minnesota and Iowa,
1824-1827. This will be cited hereafter as ".James, Diary."
.
3. Hiram M. Chittenden, The American Fur .Trade of the Fdr West (Academic Reprints, Stanford, Calif., 1954), Vol. ·2, p. 578.
4. Reuben G. Thwaites, Eariy· West'ern·TTallels 171,8-181,6 (Cleveland, 1905). Volumes
14-17 of this work represen·t a reprint of the London edition of James, Account, with occasional editorial comment by Thwidtes; E. W. Gilbert, The Exploration of Western
America, 1800-1850: an Historical Geography (Cambridge, England, 1933); W. H.
Goetzmann, A;myExploration in the American West 1803-1863· (New Haven, 1959).
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tion has recently been given by Poesch. 5 It may be noted, also,
that scientific contemporaries of Long's group seem to have
been more understanding. Thus, the botanist, John Torrey,
who worked up a large part of Edwin James' plant collections, acknowledged the extreme difficulties under which the
labors of the expedition were performed. 6
There can be no gainsaying the fact that Long failed in
considerable degree to accomplish the major objectives of
exploration with which he had been charged. On the other
hand, even the most casual reading of James' Account impresses one with the privations and hardships frequently
suffered by Long's party, especially in crossing the region
with which we are concerned--extreme hunger and thirst,
apprehension of encounters with hostile Indians, and lack of
adequate protection from the elements. Under such conditions it is scarcely to be wondered that their devotion to
science and duty might occasionally have been compromised
by the urge simply to survive-to get back to civilization
alive. Furthermore, the criticism that better results should
have been produced by "men like Long, Graham, and, especially, Edwin James, ..." and the thesis that these men were
"experts whose qualifications were the best available" 7 would
seem to be debatable. The latter characteriiation may have
applied to Long, himself, and to Thomas Say, the zoologist,
but as for most of the others who finally set off for the Rockies, such a statement is badly out of focus. Edwin James was
only 22 at the time he joined the expedition, and although a
young man of considerable promise, was certainly not an· es5. Jessie Poesch, "Titian Ramsay Peal~ 1799-1885, and His Journals of the Wilkes
Expedition," Memoirs of the American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia, 1961), Vol. 52.
6. J abn Torrey, uS ome account of a collection of plants made during a journey to
and from the Rocky Mountains in the summer of 1820, by Edwin P. James, M.D., Assistant Surgeon U.S. Army," Annals of the Lyceum of Natural History of New York, Vol. 2,
pp. 161-254 (1828) : " . . . As this extensive tract of country [lying between the Arkansas
and the Canadian] was traversed with great rapidity, and the party was exposed to great
hardships and privations, little opportunity was afforded of making observations, or even
of recording all the stations of the plants; and many of the specimens, owing to the
same unfavorable circumstances, are injured or incomplete," ·PP. 16i~162.
7. Goetzman;', op. cit., p. 44.
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tablished "expert" in any professional sense, either botan~
ically or geologically. 8 It may be noted that several other
members of the expedition, James D. Graham, William H.
Swift, and Titian R. Peale, were even younger than James.ll
The accomplishments o~ the expedition, in the fields of
zoology and botany at least, were moderately substantial.
Even so, one can only speculate on what they might have
achieved had they had support from the government commensurate with the importance of their undertaking: more
pack animals, better protection for their precious collections
(both from the elements and from the roughness of the journey) and above all, simply more time lO which would have
enabled them to collect and prepare more specimens of the
new and facinating flora and fauna of the country through
which they passed. For surely it was factors such as these in
far greater measure than "lack of techniques for investigation"ll that so often hampered their efforts and limited their
productiveness.
It is not the purpose of this study, however, to evaluate
in detail the accomplishments or shortcomings of Long's expedition. My objective, rather, is to clarify Long's route on
his march southward from the Arkansas in search of the Red
River. The party's itinerary, as noted by Chittenden, is indeed difficult to follow at times, especially in the region between the Arkansas and the Canadian. Nevertheless, some
very good clues to their line of march are to be· found in
James' geological observations in his Account--clues which
heretofore apparently no one has attempted to exploit. Inasmuch as an extensive survey of the geology of northeastern
8. James was born August 27, 1797, and joined Long's expedition in the spring of
1820. See C. C. Parry, "Dr. Edwin James," American Journal of Science, Ser. 2, Vol. 33.
PP. 428·430 (1862).
9. Cf. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 14, pp. 40-41.
10. As noted by Poesch (op. cit., P. 27), during the first sUmmer (1819) William
Baldwin, the botanist ·(who died Aug. 31, 1819), "questioned the possibility of the naturalists being able to accomplish much on an expedition of this sort" inasmuch as "their
orders demanded that they push forward so steadily."
11. As Goetzmann (op. cit., p. 44) expressed it.
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New Mexico has recently been published,12 a basis is now at
hand for correlating many of James' observations with existing geological formations in this region.
This study began with an attempt to determine the type
locality of the first ·oak to be described from the Rocky Mountain region, Quercus undulata. This species was named and
described by the (then) rising young botanist, John Torrey,
iI! 1828,13 on the basis of a collection by James. The type locality (Le., the site of collection of James' specimen), as stated
by Torrey, was "sources of the Canadian and the Rocky
Mountains." Obviously, this is highly indefinite, although
perhaps little else could have been expected in such a poorly
known and essentially uncharted region. Thus, in any attempt to establish this locality, it was necessary, first of all,
to determine Major Long's-and, of course, Edwin James'route as accurately as possible. In this attempt, the evidences
provided by a close study of James' Diary and his published
Account-particularly his observations on the geology and
topography of the country-have gone far toward clarifying
the party's itinerary. Furthermore, a generally held misconception has been revealed in regard to one major detail of
Long's route across this region. It would seem worthwhile,
therefore, to put these findings on record.
The route followed by Major Long's party, as it has been
worked out from the available evidence (Fig. 1), can be described quite briefly. Following a brief, categorical descrip12. Brewster Baldwin and William R. Muehlberger. "Geologic Studies of Union County.
New Mexico," New Mexico BUTea.u of Mi""'8, Bull. 68 (Socorro, 1959).
I have also had the benefit of extended and very helpful conferences with Dr. Baldwin
and Dr. Muehlberger. the former at Middlebury College. Middlebury. Vermont. September
11. 1961; the latter at the University of Texas. Austin, September 13, 1961. Dr. Elmer
H. Baltz. Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey. Ground Water Branch, Albuquerque. New
Mexico, whose knowledge of northeastern New Mexico is also very extensive. has been
most helpful on several occasions. Others who have been consulted on matters of geololiY
or geography are: Dr. Charles J. Mankin. Dept. of Geology. University of Oklahoma;
Mr. Zane Spiegel. Research and Development Division. New Mexico Institute of Mining
and Technology, Socorro; and Mr. Sherman E. Galloway. Engineer, Technical Division.
New Mexico State Engineer Office. Roswell.
13. Torrey. op. cit•• p. 248.
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tion, I shall document my statements with a more extended
discussion, pointing out particularly any views which differ
from those generally. expressed by earlier authors....
Major Long's party crossed the region between the Arkansas River and the Canadian in the twelve days from July
24 to August 4,1820, judging by James' Account. Disregarding distances traveled on individual days, their general route
was as follows:
The group left the Arkansas near the present community
of Rocky Ford, Otero County, Colorado, approximately 36
miles upstream from the confluence of the Pur:gato.ire River,
traveled southward to the latter stream, ascended it for a
few miles, and then turned up a tributary from the southeast.
In all probability this was Chacuaco Creek. Following the
canyon of this stream to its upper reaches, they emerged onto
the pl~in just west of the Mesa de Maya. They continued in
a general southerly direction to near the present ColoradoNew Mexico state line, skirted to the west of some high,
rough hills, and descended to the Dry Cimarron River, in
northwestern Union County, New Mexico, possibly by way
of Tollgate Canyon, but not by way of Long's Canyon. Proceeding southward from the Cimarron, the party traversed
the high plain to the east and southeast of Sierra Grande. In
doing so they crossed the headwaters of Travesser Creek, the
ultimate sources of the North Canadian River, and, still farther south, Carrizo Creek-along this line of march all were
insignificant creeks. Ort July 30, the party struck Ute Creek
in present southwestern Union County, a short distance
downstream from the present crossing of U. S. Highway 56.
On the next day, they continued down Ute Creek, but on August 1, remained in their camp to rest. Resuming their journey on August 2, they continued down Ute Creek, and on
August 4 arrived at the Canadian River. Thus, contrary to a
widely held view, the party did not descend ~ajor Long's
Creek (or Punta de Agua) to the Canadian, but rather, Ute
Creek.
Major Long's itinerary will now be presented at greater
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Fig. 1. The route of Major Long's party from the Arkansas River to the
Canadian, July-August, 1820. (The squares are present-day townships,
ordinarily six miles on a side. The location' of the area of this map is
shown in black on the small inset map at lower right.)
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length, beginning while the expedition was heading away
from the mountains and. descending the Arkansas, several
days before Long's departure from that stream:
July 20
The party broke camp at 5 a.m. and soon afterwards
passed the mouth of a stream which, in all probability, was
the Huerfano River. 14 They traveled 26 miles that day.15
. July21.
Arising at 5 a.m.,"and. having descended the Arkansas for
"six or eight miles," according to James, they encountered
an Indian and his squaw who were heading for the mountains. "At our request,'; James' Account continues, "the Kaskaia and his squaw returned with us several miles, to point
out a place suitable for fording the Arkansas. . : . At ten
o'clock we arrived at the ford.' . . ."16
They made camp at the ford, remaining there the rest
of the day, as well as July 22 and 23. Here they made preparations for separating into two groups, following apredetermined plan. One group, 'under Captain John R. Bell, was to
descend the Arkansas to Fort Smith. The second group (including Dr. James), under Major Long, was to head southward in an attempt to locate and explore the headwaters of
the'Red River.
On the basis of the estimated distances given in James'
Account, this camp would probably have been somewhere
between 34 and 36 miles downstream from the confluence of
the Huerfano (26 minus one, or 25, say, for July 20; plus "6
or 8," and an additional "several"-say 3-miles for July
21; total: 34 to 36 miles). Any attempt to plot this distance
on a map gives, at best, only a rough approximation of the
location of their camp. In any event, 34 to 36' miles below the
mouth of the Huerfano would place them 2 to 4 miles below
the present community of Rocky Ford, Otero County. Chit14. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 16, footnote p. 62.
15. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 59.
16. Ibid., p. 61.
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tenden supposed this camp to be "in the vicinity of the present town of La Junta."n Thwaites, however, taking note of
their distances travelled after passing the Huerfano, surmised that their camp must have been several miles up the
Arkansas above the site of La Junta. 1S
A much less equivocal basis for determining the location
of this camp is provided by the compass readings taken by
the party while encamped at the ford: Pike's Peak,19 north,
68 0 west; and the West Spanish Peak, south, 40 0 west. Then,
if we take into account the magnetic declination of 13112 0
east of true north which James recorded a few days later 20
in taking some other readings, the position of their camp can
be readily plotted on a map. Whatever shortcomings their
figures for latitude and (especially) longitude may have
had,21 a compass-as long as the needle was free to turn on
its pivot-would give results the accuracy of which would be
limited only by the skill and carefulness of the person making
the readings. 22 Considering James' statement that these observations "received the most minute and careful attention," 23 there would seem to be no valid reason to mistrust
them. Using a large steel straight-edge and a heavy steel protractor, I plotted their position on U.S. Geological Survey
Map, "State of Colorado," Scale 1 :500,000, Edition of 1956.
The resulting locus was slightly less than 1;2 mile west of, and
17. Chittenden, op. cit•• Vol. 2, P. 577.
18. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 16, footnote p. 62.
19. Referred to in James, Account as "James' Peak," a name applied by Major Long
after James' successful ..cent of the peak on July 14, 1820 (See Thwaites, op. cit.• Vol. 16,
footnote p. 86).
20. On July 27 :'James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 77.
The magnetic declination would almost certainly have been determined simply by'taking the deviation of their comp..s reading for magnetic north from a reading on the
north star, Polaris. ",
21. See Chittenden, op. cit., Vol. 2,p. 588.
22. Except insofar as any iron ore deposits might be present in the region, which.
of course, would affect a compass. This possibility seems quite remote, however, for what
few Iron ore deposits are recorded for Colorado, are far to the west of their location. (See
Martha S. Carr and Carl E. Dutton, "Iron-Ore Resources of the United States Including
Alaska and Puerto Rico, 1955," U. S. Ge()logical Surveil Bulletin 1082.0, 1959, Table 4,
p. 97. and map: Plate 2).
28. James, Account. Vol. 2, p. 66.
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approximately 2%, miles north of the ford on the Arkansas. 24
To this extent, therefore, my plotted location must be in
error, for Captain Bell stated in his journal that the expedition camped "on the margin of the river, where is good fording place." 25 Nevertheless, this locus is a clear indication that
the historic ford on the Arkansas near the present community of Rocky Ford was the point of departure of Major
Long's party when he began his journey southward in search
of the Red River. 26
July 24

The party divided. One group, under Captain John R.
Bell, was to continue down the Arkansas. The other group
(including Edwin James), under Major Long, was to head
southward in an attempt to explore the headwaters of the
Red River. The latter party, crossed the Arkansas and pro24. I am indebted to Mr. Garth W. Grenard, County Clerk and Recorder of Otero
County, who has indicated for me the exact location of this ford. (Correspondence with
G. W, Grenard, July 25, 1962).
25. Fuller and Hafen, op. cit;, p. 18l.
In using maps printed on paper, minor errors in plotting are to be expected. because
the paper is not scale...table, various parts may shrink or stretch differently. This problem has been partly solved in modern cartography by compiling maps on scale-stable
plastics such as "mylar." Such materials have very few volatile constituents and thus do not
"dry out." Elmer H. Baltz.
26. It may be noted that several other authors have placed the site of the division of
the party near Rocky Ford: P. S. Fritz, Colorado, the Centennial State (New York, 1941),
P. 80; Jerome C. Smiley et aI, Semi-centennial HiBtOTlJ of the State of Colorado (Chicago,
New York, 1913), Vol. I, p. 106; and Fuller and Hafen, op. cit., footnote p. 181.
This ford on the Arkansas, in addition to being known to the Ind!ans of the region,
came to be well-known to white traders in later years. Thus, we find a reference to it in an
article by George WoO Thompson, "Experiences in the West," in The Colorado Magazine,
Vol. IV (December, 1927), p. 178: "We crossed the Arkansas River near Bent's Old
Fort on New Year's Day, 1865. The ford twenty miles above was used in high water by
freighters carrying goods that would be ruined if wet. This 'Rocky Ford' has given its
name to the present town at that location:' Information regarding the history of the town,
itself, may be found in LeRoy R. Hafen's article, "Colorado Cities-Their Founding and
the Origin of Their Names," The Colorado Magazine, Vol. IX (September, 1932), p. 181,
from which the follOWing is an excerpt: "The first Rocky Ford was located on the Ar'kansas River in 1868, by A. Russell, who started a trading store there. In 1870 George W.
Swink joined Russell. After the extension of the Santa Fe railroad to Pueblo, the post
office was moved from the old town on the river to the railroad station three miles away.
At the new location Russell and Swink laid out the present town in 1877. . • :' (I am
indebted to Mr. J. L. Frazier, Deputy State Historian, Colorado State Museum, Denver,
who very helpfully brought these two references to my attention).
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ceeded "a little to the east of south, . . . nearly at right
angles to the direction of the Arkansa. It was our intention
to cross to; and ascend the First Fork. . . ." 27 Their route,
as indicated on Major Long's map,28 crossed a northeastflowing stream during that day's journey, although no mention of this is made in James' Account. This could well have
been Timpas Creek. It may be noted, also, that Captain Bell
recorded in his journal for that morning the observation that
". . . 5 miles from our last camp [i.e., farther downstream],
discovered a creek entering [the Arkansas] from the south,
. . . " The editors presume this to have been Timpas Creek,29
which Long's party would have had to cross if they had
headed south from near Rocky Ford, but not if they had departed from near La Junta. According to James' Account,
they travelled 27 miles that day, and camped "near the head
of a dry ravine, communicating towards the southeast with
a considerable stream, which we could distinguish at the distance of eight or ten miles, by a few trees along its course." 30
This "considerable stream," which they reached the following
day, was the Purgatoire, as noted by Thwaites.31 On Major
Long's map, their camp for this evening is indicated as being
on a stream running into the Purgatoire in a direction more
nearly east-southeast. This could have been Jack Canyon,32
in the north central part of T.27S., R,56W. This, however,
would have been more nearly 25 than ,27 miles from their
camp on the Arkansas of the preceding day.
27. James, Accoun,t, Vol 2, p. 67.
.
.
This is the Purgatoire, or. Purgatory River, according to Thwaites, op. cit" Vol. 16,
footnote p. 62.
'
"Map of the country drained by the Mississippi"; which was included in James,
Account. Unfortunately, this map is sometimes not in agreement with Jam~s' narrativ~.
For example, on July 27, the party's camp is indicated as being on a major watercourse,
the 4lNegracka or Red Fork." The narr~tive, however, makes
mention of any such
stream on that day, J:10r, indeed, wo:u1d they have encountered any between the Purgatoire
watershed and the Cimarron, where they encamped on'July
29 Fuller and Hafen, op. cit., footnote p: 187.
30. James, op. cit., p. 69.
31. Thwaites, op. cit.• footnote 44, p. 65.
32. See Army Map Service Map, "La' Junta" (Western U. S. Series, 1 :250,000 printed
by U. S. Geological Survey), and U. S. Geological Survey Map, "State of Colorado" (Edition of 1956, 1 :500,000).

28.

no

28.
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July 25

The party struck the Purgatoire in the middle of the day
and after following up it for orily a few miles ". . . entered
the valley of a small creek, tributary from the southeast.
. . ."33 This must have been ChacuacoCreek, as surmised by
Chittenden 34 and Thwaites. 35 They proceeded with greatdifficulty up Chacuaco Creek and "at five p.m. . . . halted for
the night, having travelled fifteen miles."36 For reasons to be
explained later, this camp was probably at the upstream end
of the conspicuous "meanders," 37 -or sinuosities on Chacuaco
Creek, which occur in the southern part of T.30S., R.56W.
July 26

The party continued up the stream, camping near its head
that afternoon, their course during the day being "nearly
south," and the distance travelled being estimated at 15
miles. 38 "The actual distance passed, must have been much
greater, as our real course was extremely circuitous, winding
from right to left in conformity to the sinuosities of the valley."39 Their camp of this evening was probably in the northwest corner of T.33S., R.56W.
July 27

They arose at .an early hour and, James continues, "at
sunrise, we resumed our toilsome march, and, before ten
o'clock, had arrived at a part of the valley beyond which it
was found impossible to penetrate. The distance we had
travelled would have been, in a direct line, about three miles.
In passing it, we had followed no less than tell different
courses, running in all possible directions." 40 Finding it ne33. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 71.
34. Chittenden, op. cit., Vol. 2, P. 581 (who refers to it as Chaquaqua Creek) . _
.85. Thwaites, "p. cit., footnote 45, p. 69.
36. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 73.
87. See U. S. Geological Survey Topographic Map, -"Mesa de Maya" (edition

of
Nov. 1898, reprinted 1948) on which these meanders are conspicuous, ending less than a
mile above the mouth of Water Canyon.
James, Account, Vol. 2, p.
89. Ibid., p.
40. Ibid.

88.

75.

73
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cessary to backtrack for a mile and a half, they were finally
able, with great difficulty, to emerge from the canyon.
An apparent mixup occurs in James' Account, the forenoon of the 27th. Here he states that "on the preceding day"
(Le., July 26) the valley was bounded by cliffs of red sandstone,41 and "As we ascended gradually along the bed Of the
stream, we could perceive we were arriving near the surface
of this vast horizontal stratum and, at night, we pitched our
tent at the very point where the red sandstone began to be
overlaid, in the bed of the creek, by a different variety . . .
the gray sandstone. . . ."42
This must surely have been their camp for the evening
of the 25th, rather than the 26th. The upper limit of this red
sandstone is encountered at the upper end of the conspicuous
meanders on Chacuaco Creek mentioned previously.43 A camp
here would be perhaps twelve miles above the mouth of Chacuaco Creek (disregarding the sinuosities of the canyon) or
around fifteen miles above the point where they struck the
Purgatoire. This would be in close agreement with James'
estimate of their mileage for the 25th. Furthermore, in the
Account for the 25th, James describes coming to the end of
the red sandstone and entering upon the gray variety.
When Major Long's party finally emerged from the canyon of Chacuaco Creek, they proceeded "one mile and a half
into the plain in a due south course" and made a series of
observations: "Due east, was a solitary and almost naked pile
of rocks, towering to a very considerable elevation above the
surface of the plain. 44 James' [Le., Pike's] Peak bore north
71 0 west; the west Spanish Peak, south, 87 0 west; magnetic
variation, 131;20 east."45
41. This red sandstone is the "unnamed formation" of the Dockum Group of Triassic
age, and is overlain by the Entrada Sandstone of Jurassic age. The latter is stained red
in many places and probably would not be differentiated from the Dockum sandstone by
a casual observer. Elmer H. Baltz.
42. James, Account, Vol. 2, P. 76.
According to Brewster Baldwin.
44. In the London edition, this statement reads "..• towering to a great elevation. . . ."
James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 77.

43.

45.
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When plotted on a map these readings place the position
of the party far to the east of where they must have been, if
previous assumptions about their route are correct. It may
be noted that Chittenden, a topographer himself, merely mentions these readings 46 without making any apparent attempt
to use them in locating the position of the party. I am indebted, therefore, to William Muehlberger for a thoroughly
credible explanation for this apparently anomalous situation.
If the party had indeed been on upper Chacuaco Creek, the
reading on the west Spanish Peak would fit very well. The
reading given for Pike's Peak, however, bears not on that
mountain, but on Greenhorn Mountain, a peak 20 miles northwest of Walsenberg, lying at the southeastern end of the Wet
Mountains in northern Huerfano County. According to Dr.
Muehlberger, this mountain would be quite conspicuous as
seen from the plains to the southeast, where Long's party
would have viewed it. It stands out from the surrounding
mountains, being set off by a depression on either side of it-the valley of the Arkansas to the northeast, and the upper
Huerfano Valley (Huerfano Park) to the southwest. Thus,
the party having been confined in Chacuaco Canyon out of
sight of the mountains for two days, on emerging onto the
plain looked in the general direction that Pike's Peak _had
been, and there, fulfilling their expectation, was indeed a conspicuous peak! 47
Their readings, when plotted on a map,48 locate their
position just northwest of the Mesa de Maya, in the northwest quarter of T.33S., R.56W., approximately 2 miles east
of where I have placed their camp of the previous night. This
location, however, would seem to be about 5 miles too far to
46. Chittenden. op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 581.
47. Their compass reading on Pike's Peak from their last camp on the Arkansas was:
north 68 0 west; their reading on Greenhorn Mountain is remarkably similar: north 71 0
west. As a reading on Pike's Peak from farther south, however, this higher figure would
have been an impossibility. It seems strange that this was not noticed.
U.S.G.S. Map, "State of Colorado." Using a straight-edge and heavy steel protractor (and taking the reading on Greenhorn Mountain rather than Pike's Peak, of
course), I plotted the readings several times, but the resulting loci were all within perhaps a mile of each other, at the general location mentioned above in the text.

48.
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the northeast, for their actual position was probably just
off the western end of the mesa, perhaps a mile west of the
southeast corner of T.33S., R.57W. This assumption is warranted by (1) the distances they had travelled since coming
upon Chacuaco Creek, and particularly by (2) James'observation of a "solitary and almost naked pile of rocks towering
to a very considerable [or great] elevation above the surface
of the plain," lying due east of their position. This could well
have been the conspicuous promontory on the Mesa de Maya
at its extreme weste'rn end. 49 The summit of this eminence
stands 1,000 to 1,200 feet above the surrounding plain and is
very nearly the highest point on the Mesa. 50 I myself have
observed it from a point perhaps 2 miles due west of the
Mesa. Viewed through binoculars, it fits James' description
quite well. Long's party must certainly have seen this promontory, for they would have had to skirt past the west end
of the mesa in order to continue their journey southward,
and of all the features of the landscape along their route
through the area, this would probably have been most apt
to evoke comment.
If, on the other hand, one assumes that their compass
readings indicated their true position, James' statement regarding the "solitary and almost naked pile of rocks" would
be puzzling indeed. At a distance of 10 miles due east they
would almost certainly have seen Fowler Mesa. However, it
rises only about 400 feet above the surrounding plain and
from that distance it would hardly have appeared like a "pile
of rocks towering to a: great elevation." The much higher,
nearer, and more conspicuous west end of the Mesa de Maya
49. Essentially the Bame concluBion waB reached by Dr. Claude M. RogerB, Dept. of
Biology, Wayne University, Detroit, Michigan, in the courBe of a vegetation study of the
MeBa de Maya (Bee his paper, 'The Vegetation of the Mesa de Maya Region of Colorado,
New Mexico, and Oklahoma," Lloydia, Vol. 16, Pp. 257-290. 1953): "In answer to your
inquiry about the Long Expedition, I. did conclude that the 'pile of rocks' he described
was probably the Mesa de Maya. • . from where James might have viewed the mesa,
it does stand alone and rises nearly 1,500 feet above the surrounding plain and therefore
would seem to fit his description very well" (Correspondence with C. M. Rogers, September
12, 1960).
50. See A. M. S. Map, "La Junta."
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would have been south of them-not due ·east. One is led to
conclude, therefore, that their actual position was that previously stated, and that this small discrepancy was due to
differential shrinkage or stretching of the map used (see
footnote 25) .
They proceeded on their way, halting to make camp at 5
p.m. "having travelled about ten miles nearly due south from
the point where we had left the valley of the creek."51 In
several instances the directions reported by James appear to
be compass readings uncorrected for magnetic declination. A
case in point is their route up Chacuaco Creek, which James
reported as being "nearly south." Actually, the general trend
of this stream (from mouth to source) is 13-15 0 west of
south. Inasmuch as James reported a "magnetic variation"
of 13112 0 east of true north on this day, this should be kept in
mind whenever he stated their direction of march. Thus, in
the present instance, "due south" could be taken as south,
131;20 west. The distance stated (ten miles) appears to be a
bit too much, also. A likely site for their camp of this evening
would be in the south-central part of T.34S., R.57W., and
probably no more than about 4 miles from the present Colorado-New Mexico state line.
July 28
"Froman elevated point, about eight miles 52 south of our·
encampment," James begins this day's account, "the high
peak 53 at the head of the Arkansas was still visible." 54
According to Brewster Baldwin, this elevated point could
have been Nigger Mesa,55 on the flank of which a good view
may be had from only 100 feet or so above the general level
51. james, Account, Vol. 2, p. 78.
52. In James, Diary: Hsix or. eight miles. . . ." This distance was probably nearer six
than eight miles.
53. Greenhorn Mountain, no doubt, rather than Pike's Peak.
54. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 78.
55. A local name for a small mesa in T.32N.• R.29E. (the position of the party
was probably in Sec. 27) ca. 4 miles west-northwest of Devoy's Peak. and just south of
the Colorado state line in Union County, New Mexico. Although not generally found on
maps of this region, the name is used in Baldwin and Muehlberger, "Geologic Studies of
Union County, New Mexico," New Mexico Bureau of Mines, BuU. 69 (Socorro, 1959) ; aee,
for example. Plate 7.
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of the surrounding terrain. Muehlberger, furthermore, cites
several passages in James' account of that morning that suggest this mesa or its environs: "We perceived before us a
striking change in the aspect and conformation. of the surface; instead of the wearisome uniformity, the low and pointless ridges, which mark the long tract of horizontal sandstone
we had passed, we had now the prospect of a country varied
by numerous continued ranges of lofty hills, interspersed
with insulated conelike piles, and irregular masses of every
variety of magnitude and position."~6 According to Muehlberger, such a view could have been obtained from the south
side of Nigger Mesa, where the party could have seen Sierra
Grande, Emery Peak, Capulin Mountain, Jose Butte, Robinson Mountain, Palo Blanco, and others.
In the next paragraph, James makes this observation:
"In the ravines, and over the surface of the soil, we observed
masses of a light, porous, reddish-brown substance, greatly
resembling that so often seen floating down the Missouri, by
some considered a product of pseudo-volcanic fires, . . . We
also saw some porphyritic masses with a basis of greenstone,
containing crystals of felspar."57 According to Muehlberegr,
the first is evidently a description of scoria, or volcanic cinders, which, although not common north of the Dry Cimarron,
are indeed to be found around Nigger Mesa. The second is a
description of the basalt of the area. Although the basalt from
farther south is usually not porphyritic, that from the area
around Nigger Mesa is, according to Muehlberger.
It may be noted that the party would have had to drift
slightly to the west in order to have struck Nigger Mesa, even
assuming their "southward" line of march to have been some
10-15° west of south, as postulated above., Such a route would
probably have been necessary.58 Had the party followed a line
56. James, Account, Vol. 2,p. 79,
57. Ibid., p. 80.
58. In the opinion of Mr. Elmo Traylor, Area Supervisor, Northeast Area, New Mexico Dept. of Game and Fish, Raton. Mr. Traylor, a long-time resident of northeastern
New Mexico, has an intimate knowledge of the terrain from years spent in the field as

FIG. 3. Top: The butte in the background of Peale's sketch of the black tail deer.
Bottom: The.butte which Peale sketched, as it appears today. (Photograph
by Loren D. Potter, Sept. 7, 1962). This is in the valley of Ute Creek, in the
south half of the northwest quarter of Section 28, T.21N., R.30E., in Harding
County, New Mexico..
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of march southward from the'Mesa de Maya, they would have
encountered the upper course of Long's Canyon. The several
upper branches of this canyon, that rise to the south and
southwest of the western end of the Mesa de Maya, have such
precipitous canyon walls that it would have been virtually
impossible to cross them with horses. The logical move, therefore, would have been to bear to the west and skirt around
the several forks of upper Long's Canyon.
There is no mention of such a move in James' Account.
Indeed, his narrative for that afternoon states that their
course was "a little east of south" (italics mine). Therefore,
one must acknowledge the speculative nature of postulating
such a drift to the west. If this assumption is made, however,
later comments and observations fall properly into place,
whereas if one supposes that the party held to a course a little
east of south, as James stated, their route bcomes inexplicable
indeed. In fact, if one tries to work solely from the stated
directions in James' Account, the course of this day's journey
is the most problematic of the entire march from the Arkansas to the Canadian. To be sure, a course a little east of south
would point them toward Long's Canyon (mentioned above).
The implications of this name 59 are obvious, but for reasons
which will be presented later, Long's Canyon must be ruled
out as the route followed by Major Long's party.
Continuing, then, with James' narrative for the afternoon
of July 28: "Our course, which was a little east of south, led
us across several extensive vallies, having a thin dark coloured soil, closely covered with grasses and strewed with
a Game Warden, chiefly in Union County. It was my good fortune to spend the greater
part of two days in the field with him, September 13-14, 1960, checking on a number of
points in Long's itinerary, mainly in Union County, New Mexico.
William Muehlberger concurs in this opinion of Traylor's.
59. Just when this name was first applied, or by whom, I have been unable to determine.
In reply to an inquiry on this point, Mr. J. L. Frazier, Deputy State Historian at the
State Museum, Denver, writes as follows: "Our files do not indicate by whom, after whom,
or when Long's Canyon was named: but, Mrs. Agnes Wright Spring, state historian,
agrees with me that in all probability, Long's Canyon was named after Stephen Long"
(Correspondence with J. L. Frazier, August 31, 1961).
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fragments of greenstone. Descending, towards evening, into
a broad and deep valley, we found ourselves again immured
between walls of grey sandstone, similar in elevation and all
other particulars to those which limit the valley of Purgatory
creek. It was not until considerable search had been made,
that we discovered a place where it was possible to effect the
descent, which was at length accomplished, not without danger to the life and limbs of ourselves and horses."
"Pursuing our way, along this valley," (James' narrative
continues) "we arrived, towards evening, at an inconsiderable stream of transparent and nearly pure water descending along a narrow channel, paved with black and shapeless
masses of amygdaloidal and imperfectly porphyritic greenstone. . . . From the very considerable magnitude of the
valley, and the quantity of water in the creek, it is reasonable
to infer that its sources were distant at least twenty miles to
the west, . . ." Crossing the creek, they set up their tent in
preparation for a thunder shower. Then, "after the rain, the
sky became clear, and . . . the grassy plain, acquiring unwonted verdure from the shower, . . . disclosed here and
there a conic pile or a solitary fragment of black and porous
Amygdaloid." 60
In a footnote James says, "From a subsequent comparison of the direction of several water courses which descend
from this elevated district, we have been induced to consider
the creek mentioned in the text as one of the most remote
sources of the great northern tributary of the Canadian
river." 61 It seems virtually certain, however, that this stream
was the Cimarron River (or Dry Cimarron, as it is more
generally known today), as surmised by Thwaites. 62 The
geologists whom I have consulted on this point-Baldwin,
Muehlberger, and Baltz-as well as Elmo Traylor, are unanimous in this identification. To these men, all the descriptive
details given by James fit the Dry Cimarron very well indeed
60. James, Account, Vol. 2, pp. 81-82.
61. Ibid., p. 81.
62. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 16, footnote p. 80.
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-the gray sandstone formations similar to those on the Purgatoire, the deep, wide vally, the valley floor, described as a
"grassy plain" 63 with "conic piles" 64 here and there, and the
occurrence of basalt ("greenstone") in the stream channel.
By contrast, James' description fits none of the several
streams lying farther to the south, in the areas where they
would have been crossed by the party's southward line of
march~Travesser Creek, the headwaters of the North Canadian (Corrumpa Creek), or Carrizo Creek. Southward from
where Long's party must have been,· all three of the latter
streams are so small, shallow, and open as to be scarcely
worthy of comment. Two of these-Corrumpa and Carrizo
creeks-I have seen myself in company with Elmo Traylor,
and he informs me that the third is also quite insignificant
in the area where Long's party would have encountered it.
Although the identity of this valley as the Dry Cimarron
thus seems quite clear, the exact route by which the party
made its way to the valley is not. As mentioned previously,
however, it was not via Long's Canyon. Several points of evidence support this assertion. Most convincing of all is the
fact that whereas James described the stream channel as being paced with "greenstone" (Le., basalt), the stream bed of
the Dry Cimarron at the confluence of Long's Canyon is not.
Farther upstream, to the west, the stream channel is indeed
paved with basalt, but this ends at the Cross L Ranch, according to Baldwin, some 5 or 6 miles above the mouth of Long's
Canyon. 65 Obviously, this would argue for an approach farther upstream. 66
63. East of the mouth of Tollgate Canyon, the valley of the Cimarron opens out to a
width of as much as two miles for the next four miles to the east, and is excellent grazing
land today. according to Muehlberger.
64. These could be knobs of the basalt flows which have not been buried by the recent
alluvial fill, according to Muehlberger.
65. See Baldwin and Muehlberger, op. cit., Plate lb. Elmo Traylor was aware of these
facts, also, and on September 14, 1960, he showed me this difference in the stream channel
of the Dry Cimarron near the mouth of Long's Canyon, as contrasted with the mouth
of Tollgate Canyon, about 15 miles upstream.
66. Baldwin, Muehlberger, and Traylor are all of the opinion that Major Long's line of
approach to the Dry Cimarron could well have been Tollgate Canyon, some 15 miles upstream from the mouth of Long's Canyon, or possibly the small (unnamed) canyon ca. 1
mile downstream from Tollgate.
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Another point, mentioned previously, which argues
against Long's Canyon, is the sheer, precipitous nature of
the canyon walls that rim the upper reaches of this canyon'
and its forks. According to Elmo Traylor it is a virtual impossibility to descend off the plain into the upper reaches
of Long's Canyon with horses. Indeed, according to Traylor,
prior to the construction of a road up the canyon and onto
the plain, the ranchers with holdings in the canyon had never
had to erect fences to keep their cattle from straying onto
the plain above. There is no place where cattle can enter and
leave the upper reaches of the canyon!
Traylor makes another point which seems cogent. If
Long's Canyon had been their route to the Cimarron, in proceeding southward the next day (as the party did), they
would have struck Travesser Creek (the next stream to the
south) where it is a deep canyon and very difficult to cross
with horses. Southward from Tollgate Canyon, however, Travesser Creek is so shallow and small as to pose no problem
whatever. 61 In James' account of the following day there is
no mention of their having crossed any difficult canyon. 68
Still another point against Long's Canyon is this: in the
afternoon before arriving at the Cimarron, the party crossed
"several extensive valleys." Had their route been south from
the Mesa de Maya to Long's Canyon, and down it, this statement would seem puzzling indeed, for no valleys of any sort
would have lain across their line of march. On the other hand,
if they had swung westward that morning to the vicinity
of Nigger Mesa (as we have previously postulated), a subsequent course "a little east of south" would have led them
across the valleys of the westernmost headwaters of Long's
Canyon. 69 Thus, James' statement would have had some
meaning.
61. See A. M. S. Map, "Dalhart" (Western U. S. Series, 1 :250,000).
68. This is negative evidence, of course.
69. See Baldwin and Muehlberger, op. cit., Plate ll-B, which shows a view of this
region.
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It would seem, therefore, that Major Long's party probably approached the Cimarron via Tollgate Canyon, or possibly the next small canyon to the east. They could have descended into upper Tollgate Canyon in a number of places,
according to Traylor, although not without some difficulty.
Either of these canyons would have exhibited "walls of grey
sandstone, similar in elevation and all other particulars to
those which limit the valley of Purgatory Creek" (as would
Long's Canyon, also, it must be admitted). At the mouth of
either of these canyons the party would have encountered
dark volcanic rock (the "greenstone" mentioned by James)
in the stream bed of the Dry Cimarron.
July 29

Starting out on a course S.35°E., the party arrived at the
cliff bounding the south side of the valley at a distance of 3
miles from their camp. This "mural barrier" they found impassable "except at particular points, where it is broken by
ravines. One of these we were fortunate in finding without
being compelled to deviate greatly from our course,· and
climbing its rugged declivity, we emerged upon the broad
expanse of the high plain." 70 From the distance travelled and
the direction of their course, as given by James, both Baldwin and Muehlberger are of the opinion that Brigg's Canyon 71 was probably their avenue of exit from the valley of
the Dry Cimarron.
"Turning with a sort of involuntary motion towards the
west," James continues, "we again caught a view of the distant summits of the Andes,72 appearing on the verge of our
horizon. The scene before us was beautifully varied with
smooth valleys, high conic bills, and irregular knobs, scattered in every direction as far as the eye could comprehend.
Among these singular eminences nothing could be perceived
70. James, Account, VoL 2, p. 82.
71. See Baldwin and Muehlberger, op. cit.• Plate lb.
72. The New Mexico portion of the Sangre de Cristo range, according to Muehlberger.
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like a continuous unbroken range; most of them stand entirely isolated, others in groups and ranges, but all are distinct hills, with unconnected bases."73
This is a very good description of the area around Folsom,
north of Sierra Grande. It should not be inferred, however,
that the party was in the midst of the country so described,
or even that their line of march was in that direction. Rather,
this is the view the party would have seen while facing to the
west, after leaving Brigg's Canyon. Their course during the
day was evidently southward. This is the direction indicated
on Major Long's map,74 although no direction is stated in
James' Account.
Two violent storms out of the northeast overtook and delayed the party during the day. Pelted by hail, chilled by the
cold wind, and soaked by the rain, which continued till dark,
they finally halted and set up their small tent. Wet, halffrozen, hungry, and fatigued, they piled under it without
benefit of dry clothing or blankets, food or fire, and, James'
narrative continues, "We spent a cheerless night, in the
course of which Mr. Peale 75 experienced an alarming attack
of a spasmodic affection of the stomach induced probably by
cold and inanition. He was somewhat relieved by the free use
of opium and whiskey." 76
The distance travelled is not stated, but was perhaps 17
miles, slightly less than the 20 miles presumed by Chittenden. 77 The reason for my estimate will be explained farther
on. From the direction of their route, they should have passed
just to the east of Sierra Grande. Hence, their camp of this
evening would have been off the east flank of this mountain,
probably toward the southeast corner of T.29N., R.29E.

July 30
Arising at an 'early hour, they continued on their way,
73.

James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 82.
74. "Map of the Country drained by the Mississippi," in James, Account.
75. Titian Ramsay Peale (1800·1885), assistant naturalist and artist of the expedition.
76. James. Account, Vol. 2, PP. 83-84.
77. Chittenden, op. cit., Vol. 2. P. 582.
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"traversing a wide plain strewed with fragments of greenstone, . . ." 78 In all probability this was the basalt-covered
plain southeast of Sierra Grande. Then, according to James,
"We arrived in the middle of the day, in sight of a creek,
which like all watercourses of this region, occupies the bottom
of a deep and almost inaccessible valley; with the customary
difficulty and danger, we at length found our way down to
the stream, and encamped."79 The entries in James' Diary
for this day and the next create a slightly different picture,
however. On this day, July 30, the party "arrived in the afternoon at a small stream which we supposed to be a branch of
Red River and encamped for the remainder of the evening."80
This impression of a small stream is modified somewhat by
his diary entry of July 31: "Our last encampment was in a
deep and narrow ravine worn by a small creek in a horizontal
bed of greenstone trap" (i.e., basalt).
James' Account continues: "The valley in which we halted
is narrow, and bounded on both sides by cliffs of greenstone,
having manifestly a tendency to columnar or polyedral structure. . . . The stream . . . which was now dry, runs toward the southeast. Having arrived at the part of the country
which has by common consent, been represented to contain
the sources of the Red River of Louisiana, we were induced
by the general inclination of the surface, and the direction
of this creek to consider it as one of those sources, and accordingly resolved to descend along its course. . . ."81
This stream, which Long's party followed down to the
Canadian River during the next 5 days, has been thought by
most authors to be Major Long's Creek 82 (more commonly
78. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 84.
79. Ibid.
80. James, Diary.
81. James, Account, Vol. 2, P. 85.
82. Chittenden, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 582; Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 16, footnote 52, p. 85;
Jerome C. Smiley, et aI., Semi-centennial History of the State of Colorado, Vol: 1 (Chicago, New York, 1913), p. 107; W. J. Ghent, The Early Far West. A Narrative Outline
(New York, 1936), p. 158; Susan D. McKelvey, Botanical Exploration of the TransMississippi West 1790-1850 (Cambridge, Mass., 1955), p. 229; Berry N. Alvis, Settlement
and Economic Development of Union County, New Mexico (M.A. Thesis in History, University of Colorado Library, Boulder, 1934)" P. 13 [Chapters 5. 6, 7 published in NEW MEX-
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designated on maps by its local names: in New Mexico, Tramperos Creek, or, on its lower reaches east of the Texas-New
Mexico state boundary, Punta de Agua). A combination of
geological and topographic features recorded in James' Account, however, indicates that it was Ute Creek without much
doubt, and rules out other streams of this region, including
Major Long's Creek. This evidence will be discussed in detail
later.
The party probably struck Ute Creek in the southwest
part of T.24N., R.29E., in Brewster Baldwin's opinion. This
would be in the neighborhood of three miles downstream
from where it crosses U. S. Highway 56, For one thing, basalt
occurs on both sides of Ute Creek here, and for a short distance above and below this point (the total distance being
little more than a mile). Downstream from this area, basalt
occurs on only one side (the southwest side) of Ute Creek,
and then only sporadically. In addition, Ute Creek has essentially vertical walls here (although less than 100 feet high),
so that it would indeed have been difficult for Long's party
to make their way down to the stream. Upstream from this
area, Ute Creek soon becomes quite open and shallow, and
thus would not fit James' description. 83
The distance travelled by the party on July 30 was probably about 30 miles, for in James' Diary on this date he mentions "the ride of about 30 miles across the dividing ridge."
The total distance from their camp of July 28 on the Dry Cimleo HISTORICAL REVIEW, vol. 22, no. 3 (1947). F. D. R.] "While it is not definitely known.
that Major Long followed the Creek which bears his name, the local tradition to that
effect has been perpetuated in the name given to this creek." See also. C. O. Paullin, in J. K.
Wright (ed.), Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States. Carnegie Institution of Washington Publication 401 (Baltimore, 1932), Plate 39-B.
83. Mr. James E. Gallagher. formerly Postmaster at Bueyeros (some 25 miles farther
down Ute Creek, in Harding County), a long-time resident of this area, quite independently
expressed the same general opinion as .Baldwin. From James' Account, Gallagher singled
out this portion of upper Ute Creek, lying between Highway 56 and Road 120 as the area
where Long's party struck the stream. According to Gallagher, this segment is known
locally as "Black Canyon." (Interview with James E. Gallagher at Bueyeros, September 13,
1960.)
I have subsequently (September 8, 1962) seen this area myself. Along this short stretch
of the canyon the low, vertical cliffs create a barrier virtually impassable to horses. Both
upstream and uownstr~am from this area, however, one can easily descend to the stream.

LONG'S ROUTE

209

arron to the point where they struck Ute Creek is approximately 47 miles. Hence, the distance travelled on July 29
would have been only about 17 miles, as previously mentioned. They evidently crossed the Don Carlos Hills en route,
for this east-west oriented chain of low volcanic hills would
have been the only "dividing ridge" lying across their line of
march.
July 31

Unable to proceed down the creek because it was so obstructed by fragments fallen from the basalt cliffs above, the
party "ascended into the plain, and continuing along the
brink of the precipice, arrived in a few hours at a point where
the substratum of sandstone emerges 84 to light, at the base of
an inconsiderable hill. It is a fine gray sandstone . . . remarkably contrasted to the massive and imperfectly columnar greenstone, which it supports." 85
"At one o'clock," James continues, "we arrived at the confluence of a creek, tributary from the east to the stream we
were following, and descending into its valley, by a precipitous declivity of about four hundred feet, encamped for the
remainder of the day. This valley is bounded by perpendicular cliffs of sandstone, surmounted by extensive beds of
greenstone." 86 Their camp of this day would have been in
the northeast part of Section 13, T.22N., R.29E., and the
distance travelled about 12 miles. Baldwin points out that
here the "extensive beds of greenstone" are only on the southwest side of Ute Creek.

August 1
The party remained in camp and rested.
August 2
At sunrise they resumed their journey down the valley,
I

84. According to 'Baldwin, this is the Dakota formation, and this location is in the
northwest corner of T.23N., R.29E. (See Baldwin and Muehlberger, op. cit" Plate 1 c).
85. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 86.
86. Ibid., p. 87.
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their course being south, 30 0 east. 87 "At the distance of two
or three miles we found the valley much expanded in width,
and observed a conspicuous change in the sandstone precipices, which bound it. This change is the occurrence of a second variety of sand-rock, appearing along the base of the cliff,
and supporting the slaty argillaceous stratum above described. . . . The lowermost or red 88 sand-rock, is here very
friable and coarse." 89
"On entering the wider part of the valley," James continues, "we perceived before us, standing alone in the middle
of the plain, an immense circular elevation, rising nearly to
the level of the surface of the sandstone table, and apparently
inaccessible upon all sides. . . ."
"Leaving this we passed three others in succession, similar in character, but more elevated and remarkable. [Of one
of them, Mr. Peale has preserved a drawing.] 90 After passing
the last of these, the hills ceased abruptly, and we found ourselves once more entering on a vast unvaried plain of sand.
The bed of the creek had become much wider, but its water
had disappeared. . . . Some fragments of amygdaloid were
strewed along the bed of the stream, but we saw no more of
that rock." 91
Let us consider now the evidence on which we have based
the opinion that this stream which Long's party was following was Ute Creek rather than Major Long's Creek (or any
other watercourse of this region).
87. In the London edition of James' Account this is the direction given; in the Philadelphia edition it is given as "south, 80 0 east."
88. According to Elmer Baltz, this red sandstone is probably the upper part of the
Chinle Formation of Triassic age, which is capped by lighter colored sandstone of the
Entrada Formation. Here, as on the Purgatoire, a casual observer probably would not
differentiate the two.
.
According to Baldwin, this location where the party first encountered the red sandstone would be in the southwest corner of T.22N., R.30E. (See Baldwin and Muehlberger,
op. cit., Plate 1 c). James' first observation fits very well also; the rather abrupt widening
of the valley of Ute Creek is evident here on A.M.S. Map, "Dalhart," about 2 miles upstream from the southern boundary of this township.
89. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 90.
90. The statement in brackets is in the London edition of James' Account, but not in
the Philadelphia edition.
91. James, Account, Vol. 2, PP. 90-91.
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First of all, Major Long's Creek (Tramperos Creek) is
ruled out unequivocally by James' repeated mention of
"greenstone" (basalt 92 ) along this stream. For example, at
their first camp (July 30) James commented on the "cliffs of
greenstone, having manifestly a tendency to columnar or
polyedral structure." There is no columnar basalt nor, indeed,
any other volcanic formations to be seen on the Tramperos
watershed 9 3 -only sedimentary formations: shales and sandstones of the Graneros, Dakota Purgatoire, and Morrison formations. 94 Carrizo Creek is also eliminated from consideration by James' observation (on Aug. 2) of the coarse red
sandstone-the upper part of the Chinle Formation capped
by the Entrada Sandstone. There are no exposures of this formation anywhere along Carrizo Creek. Also, James' observation (on July 31) of a tributary creek in a canyon about 400
feet deep would fit Ute Creek and its tributaries above
Bueyeros, but not Carrizo Creek, which nowhere forms a canyon, nor has tributaries, of this magnitude. Furthermore,
the direction of the stream in question, as stated by James,
was toward the southeast, or somewhat south of that (e.g.,
south 30° east, on Aug. 2), which fits the Ute Creek but not
Carrizo. The latter stream trends much more in an easterly
direction-in general, approximately east-southeast. In fact,
in several portions its direction is actually toward the east
(in T.24N., R.33E.; T.23N. R.36E.; and the last 13 miles
above its junction with Rita Blanca Creek) .95
Another highly significant point is James' mention of the
"immense circular elevations" rising from the valley floor.
These must be the conspicuous buttes which occur in the valley floor of Ute Creek a few miles west and slightly north of
present-day Bueyeros, in Harding County. None of the geologists I have consulted, nor Elmo Traylor, know of another
valley in northeastern New Mexico in which four conspicuou~
92. There can be no doubt that James used the term "greenstone" to signify basalt;
see his Account, Vol. 2, pp. 401-402.
93. Baltz, Baldwin, and Muehlberger are unanimous and positive on this point.
94. See Baldwin and Muehlberger, op. cit., Plate lc.
95. See A.M.S. Map, "Dalhart," for these details of magnitude and direction.
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buttes occur in the valley floor within the space of two or
three miles.
From James' mentioning that Titi~n Ramsay Peale had
made a sketch of one of these buttes, it was felt that if Peale's
sketch could be located it would be a relatively simple matter
to compare it (or a photograph of it) with the buttes in Ute
Creek. If, then, a close correspondence were found between
this sketch and one of the buttes, this would be virtually
incontrovertible evidence that Ute Creek was, indeed, the
stream Long's party descended to the Canadian. A search was
thus inspired, which, although lengthy, ultimately bore fruit.
It was determined that many of Peale's sketches from the
expedition are now in the library of the American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia. 96 In response to an inquiry, Mr.
Murphy D. Smith, Manuscripts Librarian at this institution,
reported as follows: "We do have a major collection of papers
of the Peale family here in the Library. However, I could not
locate the sketch, made by Titian Ramsay Peale about which
you wrote. The Peale family papers are still scattered and we
occasionally acquire additional items."97
The writer then sent a series of photographs of the
buttes 98 to Mr. Smith, requesting that he check Peale's
sketches again. Mr. Smith very kindly complied, and this
time, with the photographs for comparison, was able to single
out one sketch of Peale's-a picture of a black tail deer in
the background of which is a depiction of a butte which is indeed similar in a general way to those in the photographs.
The writer subsequently visited this area (September 7,1962,
accompanied by Dr. Loren D. Potter, Department of Biology,
University of New Mexico), and experienced little difficulty
in identifying the partiCular butte which Peale had sketched
(see Figs. 2 and 3). Of the four, it proved to be the one
96. See Robert C. Murphy. "The Sketches of Titian Ramsay Peale (1799·1885) ," Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 101, p. 526 (1957); Jessie Poesch,
"Titian Ramsay Peale 1799-1885. and ilis Journals of the Wilkes Expedition," Memoirs of
the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 52. p. 28 (1961).
97. Correspondence with Murphy D. Smith. January 2, 1962.
98. Kindly supplied by Dr. Charles J. Mankin, Department of Geology. University of
Oklahoma.
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farthest upstream-the one the party would have encountered first. It lies in the south half of the northwest quarter
of Section 28, T.21N., R.30E., in Harding County. The fact
that the butte occurs on a sketch of the black tail deer has
special significance. According to James' Account, "though
several had been killed, none had been brought to camp possessing all the characters of the perfect animal. Supposing
we should soon pass beyond their range, a reward had been
offered to the hunter who should kill and bring to camp an
entire and full-grown buck."
"Verplank killed one of this description, on the afternoon
of the 1st of August, near enough our camp to call for assistance, and bring it in whole. They did not arrive until dark, .
. . . and a drawing [was] made by Mr. Peale, the requisite
light being furnished by a large fire." 99 The very next morning, August 2, was when the party passed the buttes. What
would have been more natural than for Peale to have added
a few details of the landscape to impart an authentic touch to
the background of the sketch he had made just the night
before?
James' other observations of the morning of August 2,
which I have mentioned previously-both the physical fea-·
tures and the sequence in which he noted them-all fit Ute
Creek: the valley broadening out from a narrow canyon a
few miles above the buttes and the red sandstone appearing
at the base of the cliffs, the appearance of the buttes themselves, the valley then becoming a broad, flat, sandy plain,
and the petering out of the volcanics. Thus, there can be little
doubt concerning the identity of the stream the party was
following.
The view that the party's route followed "Major Long's
Creek" may possibly have originated in the widely known
1857 map of Lieut. G. K. Warren. lOO This map shows the
99. James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 88.
100. "Map of the territory of the United States from the Mississippi to the Pacific
Ocean, ordered by the Hon. Jeff'n Davis, Secretary of War to accompany the Reports of
the Explorations for a Railroad Route . . . compiled . . . by Lieut. G. K. Warren ..• in
. . . 1854-5-6-7." This is one of the number of maps included with Vol. 11 of the Pacific
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route of Major Long's party striking an unnamed tributary
of the Canadian and proceeding southward along it to the
Canadian itself. To the west, the next major tributary is
named "Utah Creek." This map, in other respects highly authoritative,101 thus established (or perpetuated) an error in
the route followed by Major Long which has been repeated
by the great majority of later cartographers and historians.
Although unnamed on Warren's map, the course of this tributary and its position relative to Ute Creek (Utah Creek)
leave little doubt that it is Major Long's Creek.
The association of Long's name with that particular water-course, however, probably dates from Henry S. Tanner's
"Map of North America" of 1822. 102 This great cartographic
achievement, which incorporated the geographic findings of
Long's expedition, indicates that the party followed down a
major tributary of the Canadian, which on this map is named
"Trace Creek."103 To the east, the next major tributary is
named "Long's Fork." Major Long's route is not indicated
as following this stream, however, and why the latter should
have been chosen to commemorate his name is not clear.
Thus, Tanner was evidently the first to apply Long's name
to the stream which still bears it, but at the same time was
aware that it was not Long's route to the Canadian. There
would seem to be little doubt that "Trace Creek" of Tanner's
map is Ute Creek, by virtue of its position relative to "Long's
Railroad Reports, 1861 ("Report of Explorations and Surveys to Ascertain the most
practicable and economical route for a railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific
Ocean. etc.").
101. "The most important achievement of the [Pacific Railroad] surveys .•. Warren's map marked the culmination of six decades of effort to comprehend the outlines of
western geography. [It] . . . was a landmark in American cartography." W. H. Goetzmann, Army Exploration in the American West 1803-1863 (New Haven, 1959), p. 313.
102. A portion of Tanner's map is reproduced in Carl I. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West, 151,0-1861 (San Francisco, 1958), Vol. 2, facing p. 81. According to
Wheat (op. cit., p. 82) the copy in the Library of Congress hears the date 1822, which
waS actually before the account of Long's expedition was published. Apparently the same
maP was published in sections in Henry S. Tanner, New American Atlas (Philadelphia,
1823) ; the region with which we are concerned is in Map 10.
103. A name probably derived from the Indian uroad" or Htrnce" which followed along
lower Ute Creek, and which Long's party followed down to the Canadian (as explained
farther on) .
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Fork," and the large Indian "trace" from which its name is
probably taken.
Long's route is also correctly shown on Josiah Gregg's
map of 1844,104 as descending the "Arroyo de los Yutas." Major Long's name is not applied to any of the tributaries of the
Canadian to the east, but there can be little doubt that
Gregg's "Arroyo de los Yutas" is, in fact, Ute Creek. Its confluence with the Canadian is shown as being approximately
22 miles northeast of a "Cerro de Tucumcari." (This is quite
accurate-Ute Creek joins the Canadian slightly more than
19 miles northeast of Tucumcari Mountain 105 ).
Other maps of this period purporting to show Major
Long's route are usually less accurate in this matter than
Gregg's (see, for example, the maps by Smith, Fremont, and
Gibbs, 1831; Burr, 1839; and Emory, 1844) .106
Coming back to James' Account of August 2, although no
distance is stated for their morning's march, Brewster Baldwin's knowledge of the valley of Ute Creek and the context
of James' Account lead him to estimate 21 miles. In the afternoon, according to James, they travelled 13 miles. 107 The
total distance covered that day-34 miles-would place their
camp of this evening approximately 111;2 miles above the
junction of Tequesquite Creek.

August 3
"Little delay was occasioned by our preparations for
breakfast" (James' Account begins). "The fourth part of a
biscuit, which had been issued to each man on the preceding
evening, and which was to furnish both supper and breakfast, would have required little time had all of it remained
to be eaten, which was not the case. We were becoming somewhat impatient on account of thirst, having met with no
water which we could drink, for near twenty-four hours. Ac104.
105.
106.
107.

"A map of the Indian Territory, Northern Texas, and New Mexico, Showing the
Great Western Prairies," reproduced in Wheat. op. cit., facing p. 18I.
As determined from A.M.S. Map, "Tucumcari" (Western U. S. Series,
Reproduced in Wheat, op. cit., facing pages
and
respectively.
James, Account, Vol. 2, p. 92.

128, 167,

184,

1:250,000).
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cordingly getting upon our horses at an early hour, we moved
down the valley. . . ."108 The distance travelled is not recorded for this day in James' Account. In his Diary, however,
James states, "Our journey yesterday and today a distance
of about 60 miles has been along the bed of a subterranean
branch of Red River. . . ." Hence, if we subtract their distance of 34 miles on the preceding day from 60, the remainder
would be about 26 miles. Their actual distance travelled, however, was probably nearer 30 miles, and their camp of this
evening was probably about 21-22 miles above the junction
of Ute Creek and the Canadian. The reason for these estimates will be explained below.

August4
The party continued down Ute Creek and, according to
James' Diary, "Our morning's march of about 16 miles has
brought us to a place where the water of the river emerges
from the sand and runs above ground in a stream of considerable magnitude." This is slightly different from his
statement in the Account, where he comments that "The
stream was still very inconsiderable in magnitude. . . ." 109
Be that as it may, it seems quite likely that this location was
on Ute Creek in the extreme southern part of present-day
Harding County, for here, 5 to 6 miles above the junction
with the Canadian, are several springs on the bank, and running water in the stream bed of Ute Creek. 110
The total distance James estimated they had travelled
from their camp of August 1 corresponds very closely to the
actual distance they must have covered, as I compute it.
Using a millimeter scale, I measured the distance on the most
108. Ibid.• p. 93.
109. James, op. cit., p. 94.
110. For this information I am indebted to Mr. Zane Spiegel, geologist at the New
Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, Socorro, who has detailed knowledge of lower
Ute Creek, and of the Canadian from the confluence of Ute Creek to the Texas line.
James' further statement that the water was flexcessively turbid" suggests that at
least some of it was surface runoff from storms in the area. Since this could have come
from other sources, the beginning of stream flow noted by the party is not necessarily
to be equated with the location of the springs; it is, however, distinctly suggestive.
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accurate maps 11l at my disposal, from the probable site of
the party's camp of August 1 on Ute Creek, to the junction
of this stream and the Canadian River. Taking into account
most of the sinuosities-ignoring none but the most minut~
I computed the distance to be slightly over 85 miles. The distance estimated by James (60 miles on August 2 and 3, plus
16 miles on the morning of August 4) plus the 5 or 6 miles
from the beginning of stream flow to the junction with the
Canadian, gives a total of 81 or 82 miles-a remarkably close
correspondence.
Continuing on their way, the party must have come upon
the Canadian before the end of the day. It is apparent, however, that they did not immediately appreciate this fact, although they were not long in coming to this realization.
(Their itinerary, as shown on Major Long's map,112 indicates
that they arrived at the Canadian on August 4). for one
thing, there is no mention in either James' Diary or Account
of any junction of the creek they were following with a larger stream. For another thing, there is a tone of uncertainty
in the entry in James' Diary on August 5 that seems rather
puzzling. On the 4th, after describing the stream flow they
had encountered in Ute Creek that day, James remarked,
"The general direction of its course inclining still towards
the southeast, we were now induced to believe it [the stream
they were on-Ute Creek] must be one of the most considerable of the upper tributaries of Red River."113 However,
in his Diary, the entry for the next day, August 5, reads in
part as follows: "For two or three days we have been travelling on a large and apparently much frequented Indian road.
. . . This and other circumstances induce us to believe that
we are now on the main Red River and not on one of its
branches as we had at first supposed. . . ." 114
There would seem to be only one logical explanation-the
111. A.M.S. Maps, "Dalhart"and "Tucumcari."
112. In .Tames, Account.
113. .Tames, Account, Vol. 2, p. 94.
114• .Tames, Diary.
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party must have missed the actual junction of Ute Creek and
the Canadian. Lower Ute Creek is in a deep canyon and enters the Canadian almost at a right angle. The Canadian is .
much wider and is obviously a river-not a creek. It also
flows in a vertical-walled canyon which here averages more
than 100 feet in depth. ll5 Thus, had Long and his party followed Ute Creek all the way to its mouth, they could not
possibly have missed the junction, and there would have been
no occasion for their remarks indicating uncertainty. One
must assume, therefore, that the Indian "road" or "trace"
the party had been following veered to the east away from
Ute Creekat some distance above the junction, and cut across
diagonally to the Canadian. Thus, the party could have lost
sight of the one stream for a few miles, missed the junction
completely, and then come upon the Canadian without immediately realizing they were on a different stream. By the
time they had followed the latter for a day or so, however,
this had no doubt become apparent to them from the large
size of the valley, the consistent stream flow, and the generally eastward-rather than south to southeastward-direction of the stream.
Finally, James' description of their journey down the
Canadian during the first several days after leaving Ute
Creek, confirms the view that their route to the Canadian
had indeed been via this creek rather than "Major Long's
Creek." As a single specific point one could mention the difficult terrain crossed by the party on the morning of August
8. James described steep and rocky ravines, the meandering
course of the Canadian, "winding about the points of rocky
and impassable promontories," the conditions being so difficult that they had to cross and re-cross the river several
times in order to proceed downstream. According to Spiegel,
James' description applies to the area where the Canadian
crosses the Matador Uplift in western Oldham County, Texas, a few miles east of the present New Mexico line. The con115. These descriptive details of the confluence of Ute Creek and the Canadian River
have been supplied by Zane Spiegel. (Correspondence with Z. Spiegel, December 15, 1961.)
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ditions James described are simply not repeated below the
junction of "Major Long's Creek." In Spiegel's opinion, moreover, there is a close resemblance of the geographic details in
James' entire Account for the days from August 4 to 10 to
the geography of the Canadian River from Ute Creek to
Tascosa, in Oldham County, Texas (a few miles east of the
confluence of "Major Long's Creek"). This, then, is further
evidence that the party's southward journey to the Canadian
could not have been via "Major Long's Creek."
Thus ends this attempt at elucidating one segment of
Major Long's route. In years to come, ever more searching
analysis will doubtless clarify other details which are as yet
obscure. A signal contribution could be made by a team of
cooperating specialists-a historian, a geologist, and perhaps
a botanist-eritically evaluating all pertinent observations
from the available records. An attempt to use such data in
the field in retracing the route of Major Long's expedition
would go far toward resolving those parts that are still obscure or controversial. Only in this way can the definitive
treatment be written.

JOHN J. PERSHING: FRONTIER CAVALRYMAN
By DONALD SMYTHE, S. J. *
On June 12, 1886, John J. Pershing graduated from the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point. Academically his record there had been middling: thirtieth in a class of seventyseven. But in leadership and soldierliness he had been unsurpassed. He graduated as First Captain of Cadets and the man
picked by his classmates as most likely to become their first
general. 1
Five branches of service were open to top graduates of
the Academy: engineering, ordnance, artillery, cavalry, and
infantry. Not being a top graduate, Pershing's choice was
restricted to the last three. It probably didn't bother him
much. He had always been a superb horseman (few people
ever looked better astride a charger) and made his choice
without hesitation. He picked the cavalry-specifically the
6th Cavalry, then on duty in the southwest hunting Geronimo.
The 6th Cavalry had a long and illustrious history. Organized in 1861, it had served at Antietam, Fredericksburg,
Gettysburg, and Cold Harbor. After the Civil War it had
seen action throughout the Southwest and, after 1875, in
Arizona, where during Pershing's last year at West Point it
was busy chasing Apaches. The possibility that he might
see immediate active service against the Apaches was one
reason why Pershing picked the 6th Cavalry.2
Another reason was that he felt that promotion might
be more rapid there. Pershing was frankly very ambitious.
He was not the type to do his duty with supreme disregard
-Woodstock College, Woodstock, Md.
1. Col. Halsey E. Yates to the author, May 24, 1962, quoting a remark of a Pershing
classmate to him.
2. William H. Carter, From Yorktown to Santiago with the Sixth U.S. Cavalry (Baltimore, 1900), pp. 9-241; John J. Pershing, "Autobiography," ch. iii (December, 1937), p. 18,
iti John J. Pershing Papers (Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.), Box 380. The Pershing Papers and their box numbers will hereinafter be cited thus: JJP, 380, and the Pershing "Autobiography," thus: PA.
I wish to thank Mr. Francis Warren Pershing, General Pershing's son, for permission
to quote from the Pershing Papers.
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of his own career or with happy indifference as to whether
promotion would follow. He was always calculating which
were the opportunities that favored advancement, always
forwarding to his superiors good reports about himself which
recommended promotion. Anyone doubting this has simply
to consult the "Application for Promotion" folder which is
found in the Pershing Papers at the Library of Congress. s
On September 30, 1886, Pershing began service at Fort
Bayard, a small post of adobe brick in southwest New Mexico, eight miles from Silver City (then in its heyday as a
prosperous mining town) and seventy miles from the Mexican border. It was in frontier country: dry alkali sand, networks of canyons, and rock-strewn mountains. There was
broiling heat by day and nipping cold by night. It was precisely the type of country and the kind of climate which
Pershing was to encounter thirty years later when he led
a punitive expedition across the Mexican border in Chihuahua after Pancho Villa.
At the time, however, it was not Mexicans the 6th Cavalry
was chasing, but Indians. True, Geronimo, the great Apache
leader, had surrendered on September 4, 1886, over three
weeks before Pershing came to Fort Bayard. But Mangas,
one of the minor chiefs, was still free and roaming; since it
made no difference to the scattered white settlers whether
they were killed by the supreme war lord of the Apaches or
by some lesser chief (they were dead just the same), Mangas
had to be hunted down and disposed -of. In October, 1886,
therefore, soon after Pershing's arrival at Bayard, two
Cavalry troops, including Pershing's Troop L, went out to
scout for Mangas in the Mogollon Mountains to the north':
west of Bayard. 4
The details of thepreparations for the trip were left to
S. JJP, 281.
I am indebted to Mrs. Seth Cook, of Washington, D.C., and Mrs. Mary Ann Rose Harbottle, of San Diego, California, both of whom were at Fort Bayard with Pershing, for
reading the manuscript on this period. I wish also to thank Marion F. Humphr~y, Jr., who
interviewed Mrs. Harbottle for me.
4. PA. ch. iv (December. 1937), PP. 3-4; JJP. 380.
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Pershing. With the help of an "excellent" first sergeant of
many years' experience, ten days rations were prepared and
everything made ready to go. But when the day of departure came, Pershing discovered to his surprise a marked difference between the army as conceived at West Point with
its spit and polish and troops as they were in the. actual
conditions of a frontier post. A number of the men, including the first sergeant, had prepared for taking the field by
patronizing the post trader's bar more liberally than usual.
Pershing was "amazed" at the condition of some of the
soldiers before him and at their raffiish appearance in a
variety of hats and leggings. He must have beeri surprised,
too, the next morning, to find that the horses had not been
hobbled when grazing, and, startled by a noise, had stampeded during the night. "It was' a somewhat embarrassing
situation to find ourselves," he remarked; "cavalrymen afoot
in such a wild country with not a horse in sight."5
By noon the following day the horses were all rounded
up, and the march resumed for Mangas. Sobered up and
dried out by now, the soldiers were reliable and efficientonce recovered from their spree. But Pershing understood
why men would be tempted to go on a drunk at the prospect
of an Indian campaign in New Mexico. It was sometimes
forty to fifty miles from one water hole to the next, and often
necessary to make "dry camp." The sun beat down unmercifully, squeezing the water out of horses and men and drying
their skin, while the dust from the broad alkali flats parched
throats and combined with wind to crack lips, ears, and
faces. Sometimes the horses were so crazed with thirst when
a water hole was reached that the men had to beat them back
with rifle butts until they themselves had drunk. At other
times Indians poisoned a water hole by throwing in carcasses of dead animals. The men then would boil the water; this
killed the germs, but the smell and the taste were still bad,
even when mixed with coffee. They were probably not too
unhappy, therefore, when, after three weeks of campaigning,
6•. Ibid., pp. 4-6.
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they heard that Mangas had been captured in Arizona, after
a pursuit which covered six mountain ranges. They returned
to Fort Bayard. 6
Shortly after this, Pershing was again sent out from
Bayard, this time in charge of a detachment to locate heliograph stations from Fort Bayard to ,Fort Stanton, 150 miles
east-northeast, as the crow flies. In a country as wide open
as New Mexico, with its recurrent history of Indian troubles,
rapid communications between frontier posts regarding Indian and troop movements was important, and the heliograph (a device for telegraphing by means of the sun's rays
reflected from a mirror) was a convenient and inexpensive
means for this.
The system, however, required care in placing the stations; they had to be high in the mountains or hills (sometimes 6,000 to 7,000 feet above sea level), about twenty-five
miles apart, and fairly accessible for supplying the three to
eight men usually stationed there. The job took a month, and
when Pershing arrived at Fort Stanton, friends noticed his
sunburned face and skin bronzed from long periods under
the sun. Unfortunately, there was never any reason to use
the heliograph stations after Pershing had established them. 7
(After Geronimo was captured, General Nelson A. Miles
explained to him the use of the heliograph. Geronimo replied
that he had often seen the flashes on the mountain heights,
but had believed them to be the work of spirits and therefore
had carefully avoided going near these points of the
mountains.) 8
. With the exception of the short hunt for Mangas and the
heliograph assignment, John's duties were routine and confined to the post. "Bayard is a nice, six-company post," he
wrote to a friend; "is regimental headquarters, good location,
6. George MacAdam, "The Life of General Pershing," The World's Work, XXXVII
(January, 1919), 290.
7. PA, ch. iv, p. 5; Julius Penn to class, January 16, 1887, in First ClaSB Annual of the
Class of '86, United States Military Academy, West Point, New York, for the Year 1887
(Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 1887), pp. 58-59.
8. Nelson A. Miles, Personal Recollections. (Chicago, 1896), p. 523.
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surrounding scenery grand, and climate, as far as I know,
pleasant, the officers of the 6th and of the garrison, are all
good men, most of them married, making this post all that
could be desired."9 (One of the officers, Captain Adna R.
Chaffee, later commanded the American expeditionary
forces in China during the Boxer Rebellion and, still later,
was the Army Chief of Staff.) Work consisted of troop drills,
instructions in tactics, general and garrison courts, boards of
survey, and other routine duties. Little of real excitement
happened. The thrilling period had ended with the capture ·of
Geronimo just before Pershing came to Bayard.
Except for an occasional Indian scare thereafter, or the
arrest of white cattle thieves, or an occasional hunting expedition, field service during Pershing's four years in New
Mexico furnished little actual training in the real work of a
soldier, which is fighting. A certain amount of seasoning took
place, of course, and learning about life in the real army as
opposed to the cadet army at West Point. Pershing remembered undergoing "the rather trying experience through
which every young officer had to pass before he learned the
ways of the service." 10 Major General William A. Kobhe told
Pershing later: "There is a good deal of nonsense talked
about experience. The experience a large majority of our
officers got at frontier posts between the Civil and Spanish
Wars was pretty worthless."ll
One experience Pershing did have, however, and which he
probably never forgot, was a lesson in responsibility. When
he once asked Captain Harry Cavenaugh if he might borrow
his bed roll, the later said, "Sure, go ahead." Pershing used
it, then forgot to return it. Some days afterwards Cavenaugh
was suddenly called out to the field and went to the closet
to get his bed roll for the journey. When it wasn't there, and
when Cavenaugh learned that Pershing had never brought
it back he swore like the trooper that he was. A bed roll con9. Pershing to class, March 9, 1887, in First Class Annual, p. 61.
10. Ibid., PA, ch. iv, pp. 2-8.
11. November 4, 1906, J JP, 281.
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tained a change of linen, shoes, etc., and taking the field without one was nothing to look forward to. Eventually he
tracked Pershing down and gave him a very clear and distinct idea of what he thought of him for his negligence. "And
remember, Mister Pershing," he added, "the first thing a man
learns in the army is courtesy. It starts from the day you
learn the salute." 12
Pershing seems to have learned the lesson well, judging
by the overall impression he made while at Fort Bayard. As
one who was his senior officer later explained it: "In those
days when a youngster joined a regiment, he was not expected to express himself on military matters until he had some
little experience. But there was a certain something in Pershing's appearance and manner which made him an exception to the rule. Within a very short time after he came to
the post, a senior officer would turn to him and say: 'Pershing, what do you think of this?' And his opinion was such
that we always listened to it. He was quiet, unobtrusive in his
opinions. But when asked, he always went to the meat of a
question in a few words. From the first he had responsible
duties thrown on him. We all learned to respect and like
him." 13
Mary Ann Rose Harbottle, whose father gave Pershing
instructions in Indian fighting at Fort Bayard ,and whose
mother filled him with pies and doughnuts when he dropped
by for a social call, remembered him pretty much the same
way. "Pershing was a very quiet, retiring sort of a man,"
she said. "He was one of those men whose career meant everything to him. His outstanding characteristics at that time
were kindness and honesty and uprightness. He was very
good to the enlisted men, i.e., he didn't try to domineer over
them. Everyone respected him, both officers and men alike."
Only once did Mrs. Harbottle recall seeing Pershing
angry. That was when he saw one of the enlisted men mis12. Interview with Mrs. Seth Cook (Cavenaugh's daughter). March 16, 1961.
13. Quoted in MacAdam, World's Work, XXXVII, 290.
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treating a horse. "Pershing couldn't stand that," she commented; "he just wouldn't have any of the animals abused."
One other quality which Mrs. Harbottle observed in Pershing (although not until many years later) was his memory
for names. In 1927 or 1928, over forty years afterwards,
Pershing encountered her again, this time in San Diego. They
fell to reminiscing about old times, and Pershing spoke
familiarly of her father and the other three men who had
given him instructions in Indian fighting at Fort Bayard:
Charlie Botton, Henry Lester, and Billy Chamberlain. He
called them by name, men whom he had known but casually
and had not seen for nearly half a century.14
Pershing did not stay long at Fort Bayard, but he enjoyed himself while he did. He liked horseback rides through
the country, band concerts, hops, parties, theatricals, and
visits to nearby points of interest. One who was Pershing's
senior officer recalled that "he was genial and full of fun. No
matter what the work or what the play, he always took a
willing, leading part. He was punctilious in his observance of
post duties; always keen for detachment work; glad to help
get up a hop, go on a picnic with the ladies, romp with the
children, or sit in a game of poker. He worked hard, and he
played hard, but if he had work to do, he never let play interfere with it." 15
The remark about poker has a history behind it. Pershing was never much of a poker player before he came
to Bayard; in fact, he did not even learn the game until he
arrived there. As a boy in Laclede, Missouri, experience with
cards had been limited to an occasional game of eucre or
seven-up on rainy days, played in the barn loft with other
boys. At Bayard the officers usually played a game of poker
in the evening for moderate stakes, and Pershing looked on
occasionally, but never participated.
One evening, however, an officer was called out suddenly
14. All quotations and recollections of Mrs. Harbottle are from a tape recorded interview of September 28, 1961.
15. MacAdam, World's Work, XXXVII, 290.

PERSHING

227

and asked Pershing to sit in for him. Pershing insisted that
he knew nothing about the game, but the other was equally
insistent. No doubt feeling that if his companion had so little
regard for his own money as to entrust it to a rank novice,
he deserved to lose, Pershing sat in. When the friend returned, however, he had won "a considerable sum." Thereafter Pershing played frequently and with great interest. "I
began to see poker hands in my sleep," he confessed. This
convinced him that it was about time to drop the game; after
that he played rarely during the rest of his life. 16
On August 11, 1887, Troop L of the 6th Cavalry was
transferred to Fort Stanton. Life here was less formal than
at Bayard, as the garrison was smaller, almost like one big
family. Of the four years Pershing spent in New Mexico, he
liked his stay at Fort Stanton best. A roomate, Julius Penn,
described it as "one of the prettiest posts in the West," the
only objection being the distance (one hundred miles) from
the nearest railroad and from any large town,17 Located
near the Mescalero Apache reservation (as a precaution
against the Indians), Fort Stanton was also located near excellent hunting and fishing areas. Pershing and two companions caught 24 trout in six hours one day. "We lived like
Kings," he said contentedly. "We have milk, quail, wild turkey, a wagon load of vegetables, potatoes, carrots, turnips,
onions-quarts stuffed with them,-plenty of grain and hay,
good water, plenty of wood, and lots of medicine, a field glass
fuU.-I haven't been sick yet." 18 Later he added: "It seems
to be universal that everyone had pleasant memories of that
old place [Fort Stanton]. It is unsurpassed in many things,
hunting, fishing, location, and spooning."19
While Pershing liked to hunt, it appears that he was not
always successful. Mrs. Frank Lisnet, a warmhearted woman
16.
17.
18.

PA. ch. iv. p. 6.
Ibid., PP. 7-8 ; Penn in First Class Annual, P. 59.
Julius Penn to his mother and sister, September 5, 1887, JJP, 282; Pershing to
Julius Penn, October 16, 1887, JJP, 282. Several words in the latter letter are expurgated
after the phrase, "The only thing lacking is. . . ."
19. Pershing to Julius Penn, November 10, 1890, J JP, 282.
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with a thick Irish brogue, told in later years of the time when
Lieutenants Pershing, Penn, and Paddock stopped off at
the Lisnet inn on a hunting trip. (A wag dubbed them "The
Three Green Peas" because they were "such utter tenderfeet.") 20 Pershing shot one of the Lisnet pigs, apparently
thinking or (so he said) that it was a ferocious wild boar!
Remonstrating angrily, Mrs. Lisnet accused "Leftinant"
Pershing of killing the pig deliberately, knowing it was hers,
and planning to pass it off at Fort Stanton later as a wild
boar. "Thim fellers at the fort'd niver know the difference,"
she said.
Her husband served the part of peacemaker and let Pershing, off without paying for the pig. "He's a grand officer,
Mary. I wouldn't give a dom' if he killed the whole herd."
Over twenty years later Pershing, now a brigadier general, again returned to the area, visiting Roswell, New Mexico, on an inspection tour. Whom should he encounter on the
streets there but Mrs. Lisnet.
"How do you do, Mrs Lisnet!" he called jovially as he
came up. "Remember me?"
"Sure, and that I do," was the instant reply. "Ye're the
leftinant that was always killing me pigs !"21
In the fall of 1887 occurred an exception to what was said
above about a lack of practical training at the frontier posts
of the Southwest. General Nelson A. Miles, commanding the
Department of Arizona, organized practi~e maneuvers to
teach the troops some of the craftiness, concealment, and
swiftness of the Indians, and to train them in methods of pursuit and capture. While dignified with the name of "field maneuvers," they were really old-fashioned games of "cowboy
and Indians," or, 'as the soldiers called them, "rabbit hunts."
Pershing took part in them and did well. This is how the training was carried out:
One detachment was designated "the raiders"; another,
"the pursuers." The raiders left at twelve noon and had an
20. Sophie A. Poe. Buckboard Days (Caldwell. Idaho, 1936), P. 279.
21. Ibid., PP. 230·31 and 280-81.
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eighteen-hour head start towards a specified post to be
raided; then the pursuers set out after them. A post was considered raided if the raiders came within a thousand yards of
its flagstaff in daylight without detection. Raiders were considered captured whenever a detachment of similar strength
reached within hailing distance or bugle call. Posts to be
raided were assigned in advance and a general route more
.or less prescribed, but within that limitation the raider commander had wide discretion. Defenders used heliographs,
telegraphs, couriers, etc., just as they would do in pursuing
Indians. When one group of pursuers tired, another took
its place in the chase. Raiders, on their part, bribed citizens
to make false reports of their passing, or gave out false information gratuitously, hoping it would be relayed and mislead the pursuers when the latter passed by. Raiders used old
Indian tricks, like riding in stream beds to conceal their
trail, or tying gunny sacks over horses' hoofs, or destroying
tracks by driving herds of cattle. over them. Sometimes they
dropped off a trail one by one, until a very small party was
being chased by the pursuers; the main contingent of raiders,
meanwhile, had rendezvoused at some preappointed place.
Regardless of how the contest sounded in theory, the
cards were really stacked in favor of the pursuers, as they
could travel at all hours, while the raiders were limited to
the period from noon to midnight. Also, the latter's line of
march was more or less prescribed. Capture, then, was a
foregone conclusion, as long as the trail could be followed,
unless the raiders scattered so much that it was impossible
to cover all the trails. On the other hand, if the pursuers
spread themselves too thin in trying to cover all trails, they
in turn were subject to capture if they encountered a larger
body of raiders. In that case the pursuers became the pursued
(as in real Indian warfare) ; and sometimes pursuers found
their quarries after a hard ride, only to discover themselves
outnumbered and therefore captured. The idea was to simulate Indian warfare, to familarize the men with the country,
to give them experience in field maneuvers, and to make
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something of a game out of what was real work. Special
orders were given not to break down the animals, but to
bring them back after a campaign in good condition.22
At noon on September 17, 1887, Lieutenant George L.
Scott, an experienced Indian fighter, rode out of Fort Stanton, leading the "raiders." Eighteen hours later, Pershing
left the fort, leading the "pursuers." Scott was easy to follow on the first day. But instead of heading directly for his
goal, Fort Bayard (west-southwest from Fort Stanton), he
shrewdly veered off about forty-five degrees, heading westnorthwest.
On the second day the trail was very difficult to follow.
Scott was crafty. He was leading his pursuers across the
malpais, an ancient stream of lava, thirty miles long and
five miles wide, solidified and seamed and hard as rock.
Animals left no hoof marks; it was impossible to follow a
trail.
Pershing gambled on the supposition that Scott was making for San Antonio (New Mexico) and the bridge there
across the Rio Grande. He abandoned the attempt to follow a
trail and led his command overland to the pass in the Oscuro
Mountains, which lay on the direct route. They found that
Scott had camped there.
Pushing on, they rode across the J ornada del Muerto
(J ourney of Death), a waterless, treeless plain about fortyfive miles wide and 150 miles long. That night they made a
dry camp. On the third day, September 20, just as Pershing
rode across the bridge over the Rio Grande, he saw Scott
leaving San Antonio. With a burst of speed, Pershing's men
caught the raiders a few miles west of town. 23
After resting a few days at San Antonio, the roles were
reversed. Pershing's detachment became the raiders and set
out with a head start for Fort Bayard on September 25.
Scott's detachment followed in pursuit eighteen hours later.
22. Miles, pp. 537-40 and 543; MacAdam, World's Work. XXXVII, 291-92; Annual
Report of the Secretary of War for the Year 1888 (Washington, D.C. 1888). I, 125-27.
23. General Order 39, Department of Arizona. December 24. 1887. pp. 4 and 13; JJP,
315 ; P A, ch. iv. Pp. 9-10 ; MacAdam. W""Id's Work, XXXVII, 292.
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Pershing made good progress, escaping capture on the
first and the second day, and covered 110 miles before he
made camp in the Black Mountains northeast of Fort Bayard. The Apaches had raided through that country not too
long before and the settlers were still wary of them. As Pershing was eating his field breakfast of bacon, bread, and
coffee on the third day, an old prospector strolled into camp
and inquired whether the presence of the soldiers meant that
the Indians were on the warpath again. Pershing said no,
but no sooner were the words out of his mouth than Scott's
detachment hove into sight and celebrated their success by
letting out a series of Indian war whoops. "Good God, Captain," exclaimed the prospector, "the Indians are on you"
and he took to his heels. Scott enjoyed the incident when he
rode into camp.24
It was not inevitable that pursuers always captured
raiders, though this usually occurred. Pershing missed Captain Bill Wallace's raiders completely once, but redeemed
himself by capturing them a week later. 25 "Have ridden over
40 miles today," Pershing wrote from his camp at Eagle
Creek, "and think that . . . it will be impossible for Capt.
Wallace to get his command through here, unless he scatters
them like hell, and he's got to do that in the day time and
I'll catch a few of them."26
Pershing took favorably to the maneuvers and thought
they were good training. His men enjoyed them, though it
often meant long hours in the saddle. Once they covered 130
miles in forty hours, with seven hours in camp on the first
night and only three on the second. Yet every horse and mule
finished the exercise in good condition, and General Miles complimented Pershing and his men for the accomplishment. 27
The last three months of 1888 Pershing spent on leave,
most of the time in Lincoln, Nebraska. There for the first
24. G. O. 39. pp. 6and 14; PA. ch. iv, p. 10.
25. PA (the first version. 1933). pp. 56-57; JJP, 372; G. O. 39. p. 15; Miles, p. 54126. Pershing to Penn. October 16. 1887, JJP, 282.
27. PA. ch. iv, p. 10; Everett T. Tomlinson, The Story of General Pershing (New
York, 1919), p. 48.
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time he met William (Buffalo Bill) Cody, then, as always,
memorable for his buckskin suit, broad sombrero, and prominent goatee. Later he and Pershing knew one another more
intimately as aides on the staff of the State Governor. It was
at Lincoln, in December, 1888, that John joined the Masonic
Order.28
In January, 1889, Pershing was transferred from Fort
Stanton to Fort Wingate, headquarters of the 6th Cavalry,
located in northwestern New Mexico. Near the fort was a
reservation of Zuni Indians. On May, 1889, word reached the
fort that the Zunis, usually peaceable, were under arms and
besieging white men at the S ranch. Pershing was ordered
to take a detachment of ten men, go immediately to the ranch,
and rescue the white men from the Indians. 29
After a hard ride, Pershing's detachment saw a little
clearing surrounded by about one hundred Indians firing
a steady fusillade at a log cabin in the center. Pershing rode
up and hailed the Indians. They were greatly excited and
angry. The white men in the cabin, they explained, had tried
to steal a herd of the Zuni horses, and, being discovered, had
killed some of their people in a running fight; the Indians
were determined to take the murderers dead or alive.
Pershing, for his part, explained his orders to rescue the
white men and bring them back under arrest to Fort Wingate. It was no easy task to persuade the Zulli chiefs to permit this; to see known thieves and killers ride off safely and
unpunished was not according to their Indian code of swift
justice. For a moment it looked as if an attempt to remove
the white men would bring on a Clash with the Zunis. But the
chiefs finally agreed reluctantly and ordered the fusillade
against the cabin stopped.
Pershing's next task was to get the white men inside to
28. PA. ch. iv, p. 11; T. R. Wade (Secretary of Cypress Lodge No. 227. Laclede, Missouri) to the author, May 16, 1960. Special Order 47, Division of the Pacific, Septemher 3,
1888; JJP, 315; S. O. 261, Adjutant General's Office, November 8, 1888 (National Archives,
Washington, D.C.), 5687 Appointments, Commissions, Appointments 86, filed with 3849
A. C. A. 86. The National Archives is hereinafter cited thus: NA.
29. S. O. 2, District of New Mexico, January 12, 1889, J JP, 315; Orders No. 85, Fort
Wingate, New Mexico, May 9, 1889, JJP, 315.
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surrender their arms and accompany him in arrest back
to Fort Wingate. He walked to the cabin, demanded their
guns, and assured them of his protection against the hostile
Zunis. His assurances must have seemed pretty weak to the
thoroughly frightened prisoners; they saw one hundred
armed and angry Indians arrayed against only ten American
soldiers. But, as they were doomed inevitably if they stayed
where they were, they decided to take their chances with
Pershing.
The' critical stage, of course, was when they all stepped
outside to pass through the crowd of Zunis who gathered
around threateningly. There was no telling when some
young, hot-blooded buck would pump a bullet into their
midst, and what wild melee would follow if that happenedone shot liable to touch off a general engagement! Pershing
knew that the escape must be done quickly, with efficiency,
and with no show of fear. On the way in he had said to one
of his men, "We are going to take those men away and if
these bucks get hostile remember we mean business." He
gave an example of a "cool head" now. He put the prisoners
on a buckboard, mounted his men on either side, and road
through the lines of threatening braves. There were no shots
fired and the detachment-reached Fort Wingate safely. 30
Colonel Carr, commanding Fort Wingate, commended
Pershing for successfully handling a touchy assignment.
Pershing appreciated the commendation, but must have
wondered afterwards if Indian justice was not better, after
all, than white man justice. Of the three horse thieves and
murderers, one escaped from the guard house, and the other
two were later released without punishment. 31
In September, 1889, Pershing was transferred back to
Fort Stanton, his favorite post. "Everything lovely here,"
he reported. "Kingsbury's wife among the loveliest-She is
not pretty, but as nice as she can be,-great addition to the
30. PA, ch; iv, p. 12; MacAdam, World's Work, XXXVII, 293; D. J. Dolson to Pershing, October 22, 1906, J JP, 281.
31. PA, ch. iv, p. 12; Col. Eugene A. Carr's efficiency report on Pershing, May 1,
1890 (NA), filed with 3849 A. C. P. 86.
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regiment-Paddock and I live at the same old places-We
had our sisters out to see us last Month [Richard B. Paddock
married John's sister, Grace, eighteen months later]-We
turned the post upside down.-I went to EI Paso with the
girls-Mr. and Mrs. Cockrill were there-We had a great
time-"32
At Fort Stanton, Pershing fulfilled a promise he had made
before to Colonel Carr. The latter was very fond of hunting,
especially for bears, which were plentiful near Fort Wingate.
Pershing. had mentioned once that a family living near there
specialized in training dogs for bear hunting. When Pershing was ordered back to Fort Stanton, Carr asked him to
buy one of these dogs and ship it to him. This he did. Spending fifty dollars of Colonel Carr's money, he purchased what
the sellers called a "wonder," had him carefully crated, and
sent him to Carr at Wingate. Carr, in turn, then organized
a bear hunt, inviting some of his staff, and promised good
sport and a bear meat feast-all because of the new dog
which Pershing had bought.
The hunt began and before long a bear was spied. The dog
was brought forward, took one look at his adversary (standing on its hind legs and roaring ferociously), turned tail,
and ran all the way back to the post. It was a long time before Pershing heard the end of that incident.33
Despite this, Colonel Carr gave Pershing a good rating on
the efficiency report he wrote in 1890:
professional ability: most excellent
attention to duty: most excellent
general conduct and habits: most excellent
condition and discipline of men under his immediate control:
,most excellent
his care and attention to their welfare: most excellent
any particular fitness or marked ability for college, recruiting
or other detail: Yes, for a college detai1.34
32. Pershing to Julius Penn, November 24, 1889, JJP, 282.
PA, ch. iv, P. 15.
34. Carr's efficiency report on Pershing, May I, 1890.
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Colonel Carr commended Pershing for two other qualities
in this report. One was "studious habits." The first publis,hed
article of Pershing's career had appeared in the Journal of
the U.S. Cavalry Association the year before. In September,
1889, he asked to atte'nd the infantry and cavalry school at
Fort Leavenworth and was recommended by Colonel Carr,
but did not get the assignment. Denied this, on his own Pershing undertook a reading program covering the cavalry,
modern tactics reconnaissance, topography, and the campaigns of the Civil War. He wrote Julius Penn at Fort
Leavenworth, requesting him to forward the whole course
as taught there "from first to last." 35
The other point for which Pershing was commended was
his "great interest in rifle, carbine, and pistol practice." He
had ranked as a "Marksman" in the 1887 competitions, and
as a "Sharpshooter" during the following two years. In
1890 he ranked as "Marksman" again, and in 1891 as "Distinguished Marksman." Pershing's own interest in straight
shooting was contagious. More than once he took a group
which stood low or last in target practice, and by his instruction and his own enthusiasm, raised it to the top of the regiment. His emphasis on accurate shooting was to be life-Iong.36
Pershing's happy stay at Fort Stanton was threatened
in August, 1890, by a department order dissolving Troop L
(his troop). Fearing lest his assignment to a new troop would
mean his being assigned to a different post, John wrote his
regimental commander, Colonel Carr, asking to be assigned
to Troop D (also stationed at Fort Stanton). Troop D had an
officer shortage, said Pershing, solicitously. Colonel Carr forwarded John's request to the Department Commander with
an interesting comment on human motivation: "Respectfully
forwarded. Disapproved. This officer wrote me a private
letter saying that he had invested in mines near Fort Stan35, John J. Pershing, "Competitions for 1889," Journal of the U.S. Cavalry Association,
II (December, 1889), 420; Col. Eugene A. Carr to the Adjutant General of the Army,
February 17, 1889 (NA), 1015 A. C. P. 89; Pershing's own efficiency report on himself,
May 1. 1890 (NA), 3849 A. G. O. 86; Pershing to Penn. November 10, 1890. JJP. 282.
36. PA. ch. iv. P. 12; marksman certificates in JJP. 315.
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ton, and wanted to remain there to look after his interests.
I replied that I wished him success in his financial enterprises; but that they should not interfere with his duties."
Colonel Carr recommended that Pershing be transferred to
Troop A (stationed at Fort Wingate) .37
To Fort Wingate then went Pershing. "Well, I am back
here again, 'L' troop having ascended," he wrote Julius Penn
on September 30, 1890. "This post is a S. O. B. and no question,-tumbled down, old quarters, though Stots [Lt. John
M. Stotsenburg] is repairing as fast as he can. The winters
are severe,-It is always bleak and the surrounding country
is barren absolutely-"
He also chided his friend in the same letter, showing a
sense of humor which, in later life, few people suspected he
had. "I have not heard from you for some time. . . . And I
have been asked by several people if you were not dead-the
rumor having got around some way-I have not heard of
your demise, nor seen your obituary. . .. Let me hear from
you." 38
In late October an old friend arrived at Fort WingateChauncey Baker, class of '86, U.S. Military Academy. With
him came Brigadier General Alexander MeG. McCook and
Thomas J. Morgan (respectively Commander of the Department of Arizona and U.S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs),
on their way to visit the Navaho and Hopi reservations. Pershing was detailed to escort them with a small detachment.
At Keams Canyon, New Mexico, a large number of Indians assembled to meet the General and the Indian Commissioner; they celebrated the meeting by holding athletic contests in the afternoon-footraces, horseraces (they ran a
winning horse repeatedly, until he was worn out), and wrestling. Chauncey Baker, a great teaser, told the Indians that
Pershing was a champion wrestler, and the latter soon found
he had a challenge on his hands. Not trusting his wrestling
37. Pershing to the Assistant Adjutant General, Department of Arizona, August 20,
1890, and Col. Eugene A. Carr's endorsement on this letter, August 22, 1890, JJP, 315.
38. Pershing to Julius Penn, September 30, 1890, JJP, 282.

PERSHING

237

prowess in an engagement with some powerful brave, he
excused himself by saying that he was a runner, not a wrestler. That was all right with the Indians. They promptly put
their champion runner up against him. Caught and unable
to back out without losing face, Pershing stripped down to
about as little clothing as the Indian, and made ready for
the race.
The distance was stepp'ed off, Chauncey Baker and an old
Indian chief were selected as judges, and bets were placed.
The Indians wagered heavily on their man and the small
group of white soldiers backed Pershing with their money.
When the starting signal was given, both men dashed off and
were even for about the first fifty yards. After that Pershing
slowly pulled away and ended several paces ahead, winning
the race. 39
His finish was rather unorthodox. He had a trick ankle
due to a sprain at West Point and, as he neared the finish
line, his ankle gave out, so that he rolled rather than ran
across the finish line. But the Indians made no difficulty
about the form of the finish and conceded that the white
man had won. They offered a rematch, which Pershing prudently declined. 40
On November 23, 1890, the 6th Cavalry received orders
to prepare to move north. Trouble had broken out in South
Dakota. Some three thousand Indians from the Rosebud and
Pine Ridge Reservations had fled from their homes and
taken refuge in the Badlands. They were well armed and
had posted themselves on a high mesa, inaccessible except
by a few miles and by a wagon road. There they waited the
appearance of an Indian "Messiah," who would make them
immune to soldiers' bullets and lead them in retaking their
lands from the whites and in driving the latter from the
country. To the North, on the Cheyenne' and Standing Rock
Reservations, other Indians were preparing to join their com':'
39. Same to same. November 10, 1890; PA, cb. iv, pp. 17-18.
40. Avery DeLano Andrews, My Friend and Classmate, John J. Pershing, with Notes
from My War Diary (Harrisburg, Pa., 1939), pp. 42-43.
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rades in the Badlands. A full-scale Indian uprising was in the
offing. 41
The 6th Cavalry left New Mexico on December 1 and
detrained in Rapid City, South Dakota, on December 9.
There they waited for their winter clothing-so different
from what they had been used to in the sunny Southwestfur-lined caps and gloves, heavy felt socks, blanket-lined
canvas overcoats, arctic overshoes. These issued, they were
in the saddle and riding to quash what was to be the last
great Indian uprising in the United States.
Their aim was to throw a cordon of troops around the
Badlands, prevent new bands from joining the other renegades, and starve those inside into submission. They were
"almost constantly in the saddle," Pershing recalled, "patrolling and scouting in every direction."42 It was bitter winter
and they were outside all the time. Old campaigners of the
Civil War declared that from the standpoint of physical endurance the campaign in the Badlands of Dakota was the
hardest they had ever gone through. Snow, sleet, and wind,
ice in the rivers which had to be forded on horseback, hurried
and forced marches, each night a new camp and not always
in tents, the weather generally freezing and often below zero,
sleeping with their clothes on, bathing only occasionally, always on the alert, always riding to investigate a rumor,
troops split up and isolated, and always the possibility of a
massacre-such. was the campaign of the Ghost Dance Rebellion, as it came to be called. 43
,Men let their beards grow long as protection against the
cold, and their appetites grew in proportion to their beards.
Pershing's became' "enormous." Breakfast was a large pie
plate heaped with bacon, beans and hardbread and washed
down with a quart of steaming coffee; lunch, whatever could
be stuffed into the saddle bags and eaten on the way; supper,
heaps of beef, potatoes, and other substantials. "I could not
41. Carter, PP. 256-57; PA, ch. v (June, 1936), pp.1-5, JJP, 380.
42. PA, ch. v, PP. 5-6; MacAdam, World'. Work. XXXVII. 293.
43. MacAdam, World'. Work, XXXVII (February, 1919),451 and 458.
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now eat in four days what I did then in one," Pershing said
later, and the twenty pounds he gained in two months seemed
to prove him right. But he was solid and hardy and in fighting trim at the end of that campaign. 44
On Christmas day they received bad news: Big Foot's
band (many of whom had been in on the kill at Custer's Last
Stand and who had never been tamed) had escaped the 8th
Cavalry and were headed south. Could the 6th Cavalry intercept them and cut them off before they united and consolidated with other Indians?
A much-used trail passed down Porcupine Creek to the
South. Pershing suggested to Major Emil Adams, the squadron commander, that Big Foot would probably come that
way. Adam disagreed and posted soldiers on another trail
a few 'miles west. "But for fate," Pershing complained afterwards, "the 6th Cavalry would have captured Big Foot's
band. . . . [We] were in camp-the whole battalion-on
White River when Big Foot crossed four miles below us.Had the usual scouting party been sent out next day, his trail
would have been cut and he would have been our bacon; or
had the previous days [sic] march been shorter as we all
tried to persuade Adam to make it, we would have cut the
trail the succeeding day. Po'ssibly its [sic] lucky we did not
get him, but I regard it as unlucky." 45
Big Foot slipped through on the trail Pershing had wanted
to watch, but was picked up and captured on December 28th
by another squadron. Then, just as they all thought affairs
would be settled without bloodshed, came a clash at Wounded
Knee Creek to the south, leaving over two hundred casualties.
"This came like a thunder-bolt," said Pershing, "as the troops
thought by that time that the campaign was going to be ended
peaceably." After this, they felt constant fear that some
isolated cavalry unit would be surprised and wiped out by
overwhelming numbers. 46
44. PA, ch. v, p. 8.
45. Ibid., p. 6; Pershing to Julius Penn, February 14, 1891, JJP, 282.
46. PA, ch. v, p. 7.
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. The only encounter Pershing's troop took part in after the
news of Wounded Knee Creek was on January 1, 1891. A
reconnaissance troop was attacked while crossing the White
River and partially surrounded. Two men, greatly excited,
rushed into camp with the alarm. "Boots and Saddles" (the
emergency bugle call) was sounded, and two troops (one was
Pershing's rode out at top speed to the rescue. But before
they got there, another cavalry squadron, attracted by the
shooting, had come to the scene and had begun to drive the
Indians off. Pershing arrived only in time to see the Indians
disappear. 47
After several weeks of guarding hostile groups and parleying with them, the troops had a respite. The Messiah craze
subsided and the Indians consented to return to their reservations. The troops went into camp at Pine Ridge, South
Dakota. Here was relaxation after a hard campaign, meeting
with old friends, swapping yarns, and bringing one another
up to date on the last five years since leaving West Point.
Eight members of the class of '86 held a pleasant reunion.
"It would have been more pleasant," said Pershing, "had two
or three or four of the boy.s not gotten a little too full, one of
whom I am which.-I never went to a reunion yet that I did
not wind up full as eighteen goats."48
On January 22, 1891, General Miles held a grand review
of all the troops which had participated in the campaign.
Although not a relatively large number of men, the review
comprised the largest body of troops any of the participants
had ever seen at anyone place. Pershing felt the Indians must
have been glad they had surrendered without a full-scale
war. 49
After the review, all left for their respective stations except the 6th Cavalry, which remained behind a few more
weeks to handle some troublesome Indians. Then orders came,
assigning five troops of the 6th (including Pershing's Troop
47. Ibid.; Col. Eugene A. Carr to the Assistant Adjutant General, Department of the
Platte, April 20, 1891, J JP, 369.
48. Pershing to Penn, February 14, 1891, JJP, 282 (ms. copy).
49. PA, eh. v, P. 8.
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A) to Fort Niobrara, Nebraska, just south of the Rosebud
Reservation.
Halfway, at Crookston, although there was a little indication of trouble, an old ranchman warned them. "You'd
better get into camp soon," he said; "a blizzard's coming!"
The air was absolutely still; there was no sign of a storm.
They asked the man how he knew. He was not the arguing
kind. "This mist isn't in the air for nothing. I've lived out in
this country long enough to know what it means. I tell you
a blizzard's coming and you'd better get into camp."
, The troops obeyed immediately, and not any too soon. The
sky darkened, the wind whipped up, and a cold gale blew in
from the northwest, carrying snowflakes. Just before the blizzard broke, Pershing came into Sergeant Stevenson's tent,
telling him to have his men commandeer some railroad ties for
firewood. "Tell your men to tie towels over their mouths and
noses before they go out," he said; "otherwise, they won't be
able to get their breath in the wind." "That's the sort of an
officer Pershing was," Stevenson recalled. "Always thinking
about his men, and that's why the men would do anything for
him." 50
Pershing stayed at Fort Niobrara only long enough to refit, from February 2 to March 1, 1891. Then he was sent to
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, to take charge of a company of
Sioux Indian Scouts. There were four companies of these, of
about fifty men each, hired by the government at the regular
pay for cavalry. Their job was to go wherever disaffection
was suspected, watch for gun running and inter-tribal conspiracies, smooth over trouble, and act as go-betweens for
the government and the Indians. They were to keep their
pulse on Indian affairs, so that an uprising such as had occurred could immediately be detected and checked, or-better
-so that discontent would never reach the revolt stage. 51
This was Pershing's first experience in handling men not
50. Ibid., p. 9; Mac Adam, World's Work, XXXVII, 459.
51. Pershing to the Adjutant General's Office, June 1, 1891 (NA), 3871 A. C. P. 91,
filed with 3849 A. C. P. 86; AP, ch. v, pp, 9·10; Mac Adam, World's Work, XXXVII, 460.
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of his own race and culture. He succeeded in this, just as he
succeeded later in his relations with American Negroes and
with Philippine Moros. Part of his success may have been
due to certain temperamental gifts; some men are naturally
adept at getting along with men of different races, while
other men botch and blunder and make a mess of things, even
when best intentioned. But part of the secret may have been
that Sioux Indians, American Negroes, and Philippine Moros,
Pershing acted as man to man. He treated them all with a
certain fundamental respect as human beings and bore them
a sincere friendliness as people. He did not tolerate them; he
liked them. And almost universally they liked him in return.
More than once a Sioux Scout appointed himself Pershing's personal bodyguard when they were in dangerous
territory. When Pershing visited Wounded Knee Creek, for
instance, he saw Indians with "bad hearts" prowling about,
wrapped heavily in blankets with hatchets underneath, waiting the chance to avenge themselves on a white man. At night,
therefore, a Sioux Scout, unbidden, placed himself outside
Pershing's tent, watching carefully as he smoked his pipe that
no one approached in the dark to do his commander harm.
Even in daylight, when Pershing left the tent, another Scout,
without orders, followed closely as a bodyguard. Every time
Pershing moved, there was a Scout on his trail. 52
Compared to the normal army roster, the Scout muster
roll was a galaxy of strange names: Thunder Bull, Red
Feather, Big Charger, Black Fox, Broken Leg, Crow-on-head,
Has-white-face-horse, Yellow Bull, Wounded Horse, Kills
Alone, and so on. The Scouts were generally well behaved,
though some became unruly from too much drink. When this
happened, their non-commissioned officers disciplined them
without instructions from Pershing. These officers were selected from those of highest tribal rank, lest any chief's son be
62. PA, ch. v, p. 11; MacAdam, World's Work, XXXVII, 460.
Two months before Pershing's service began, a lieutenant had been murdered while
visiting a hostile camp.
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subjected to the indignity of being under orders from a common brave. 53
The Sioux Scouts were enrolled for only six months and
were not asked to re-enlist. Pershing always felt that this was
a mistake. The Sioux were natural soldiers. They sent out
flankers and advance guards with a sureness and, naturalness
that was instinctive; they approached the crest of each hill
cautiously, prepared for a possible enemy just over the top;
they would never allow themselves to blunder into a trap.
Why not enroll a regiment or two of Indians in the Regular
Army, wondered Pershing? It had been done with Negroes
with good success. It would bind them to the government and
exercise an influence on the others (through their own
soldiers) which would otherwise be lacking. Unfortunately,
the Sioux Scouts went out of existence soon after Pershing's
service with them ended. 54
This occurred on July 24, 1891. His days as a young
frontier cavalryman were over. Ahead of him lay the SpanishAmerican War and San Juan Hill, service in the Philippines
among the Moros of Mindanao, chasing Pancho Villa among
the foothills of Mexico, commanding the A.E.F. in France.
His brilliant career was to lead him to the highest honors
America has ever conferred upon any of her military sons:
General of the Armies of the United States. He is equivalently
the only six star general in our history.

58. PA. ch. v. PP. 10-11.
54. Ibid•• pp. 11-12.

THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN ARIZONA, 1903

Edited By Frank D. Reeve
Introduction
The American Shepherd's Bulletin was one of several
titles for a journal devoted to the sheep and wool industry
in the United States after the Civil War. 1 A reporter under
the pseudonym of "The Young Observer" has not been identified',"2 but his recorded descriptions of the sheep industry
in the western states during the early years of the 1900's
provide a valuable glimpse of life in the West during the days
of the open range. The portions devoted to New Mexico were
annotated by William J. Parish for publication. 3 The articles
on Arizona, a johnny-corne-lately in the sheep industry, are
herein presented for the readers who do not have access to
the original source.
Prior to the American Civil War Mexican sheepmen
failed to maintain their occupation of the grasslands in
southern Arizona because of Apache opposition. After the
war when American military pressure brought the Indians
under control, and even before that was actually accomplished, venturesome men once more began moving their flocks
into Arizona.
"The first sheep reintroduced after the Apache outbreaks
by a Caucasian was a flock of seven hundred belonging to
Juan Candelaria, which he drove from Cubero, New Mexico,
to a ranch site selected by him a few miles south of the
present town of Concho, in Apache COlinty, in 1866." The
term "Caucasian" is essential, of course, because the Navahos had long grazed sheep in the northeastern corner of Arizona. Other flocks soon crossed the Territorial boundary line,
utilizing the grass in the upper stretches of the Little Colo1. For a brief discussion see William J. Parish, editor. "Sheep Industry in New Mexico.
1902-03."NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW. 37 :201-213 (July. 1962)

2. Ibid.
3. Op. Cit.
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rado River Valley around Springerville, Arizona, and the
White Mountains. 4
During the 1860's a few flock masters moved sheep southward from Utah toward the Grand Canyon. In 1871, Jacob
Hamblin crossed a flock over the Colorado River at Lee's
Ferry and herded it to the valley of the Little Colorado. Sheep
from California temporarily sampled the grass in the western part of the Territory, then in 1868 James Baker settled
his flock in the Chino Valley. The movement of sheep from
the west was stimulated by severe droughts in the Golden
State during the early part of the 1860's. In the next decade,
sheep· continued to move into Arizona from all directions.
Mexicans crossed the boundary into the upper San Pedro
River Valley. Mormons moved in there with a few dairy
herds, and, to make the pattern more sociable, some Texas
and California cattlemen utilized grass in that area.
The early sheep drives were marked by a variety of hazards. Despite the presence of the military, there was still
some possibility of loss from the Apaches. Bad weather, the
wrong type of forage, and scarcity of water when crossing the desert country contributed to the difficulties of the
sheepman. The ferry owner levied a toll on his pocketbook,
although there was at least one instance when the operator
was entitled a gentleman:
Another sheepman, Peter Filance, of Prescott, Arizona, while
trailing 4,000 sheep from California, had to utilize a ferry
over the Colorado River, whose operator was a keen judge of
what the traffic would bear. After being charged $800 for use
of the toll-road and ferry, Filance lodged a complaint, protesting that "this was more than sheepmen could afford in their
efforts to settle this country." Whereupon the gentlemanly
operator, as Mr. FilaIice says, "voluntarily paid us back $400".5

The arrival of the railroad hastened the development of
4. Bert Haskett, "History of the Sheep Industry in Arizona." ARIZONA HISTORICAL
7 :19 (July, 1936)
5. Arizona Miner, June 25, 1875, quoted in C. W. Towne and E. N. Wentworth, Shepherd'8 Empire, Pp. 169-170 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1945).
REVIEW,
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the sheep industry. The Southern Pacific from the west and
the Sante Fe from the east .provided an inlet for stocking the
range in greater numbers and an outlet for transporting the
woolies to market. An estimate of numbers in 1890 credited
the Territory with about 700,000 sheep. When the Young
Observer traveled the country he saw a picture of a pioneer
but stable industry.

The "Young Observer" In Arizona*
Sheep Breeding and Sheep Men in the Territory-Interviews
with Sheep :Men-Facts of Interest Regarding Arizona
Sheep and Wool
The recent struggle of Arizona for statehood 6 has directed the attention of a great many to that territory, who
are wondering whether she is really capable of taking care
of her own affairs or not.
The sheep men as a rule are not particularly interested
one way or the other, but they are interested in the forest
reserve question, and vitally, too.
Mr. Morgan, of Shou Lo [Show Dow] ,7 Arizona, speaking
of this matter, said:
"It is just this way, my friend, I contend that matters are
• (From Our Traveling Staff Correspondence) The American Shepherd's BuUetin, vol.
8, no. 6, June, 1903.
6. Congress created Arizona Territory in 1863, but statehood was not achieved until
1912. The House of Representatives approved an omnibus bill for Arizona, New Mexico, and
Oklahoma in 1902, but a Senate filibuster led by Albert J. Beveridge killed statehood for the
time being. For a brief account based on his doctoral dissertation see Robert W. Larson,
"Statehood for New Mexico; 1888-1912," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL' REVIEW, 37 :161-200. Cf.
Rufus Kay WylIys, Arizona: The History of a Frontier State. Hobson & Kerr, Phoenix,
Arizona. 1950.
7. The name Show Low came from a card game. Corydon E. Corley, who served as a
scout with General Crook, married an Apache, and settled here in 1875 with a partner
named Marion Clark. They decided to break UP the partnership and played a card game
called Seven-Up wherein Corley finally exelaimed "Show low it is," and won possession of
the ranch. A post office with the name of Corydon was established in August 19, 1880, and
Mr. Corley was appointed post master. Will C. Barnes, Arizona Place Names. Revised and
enlarged by Byrd Granger. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1960. Sheldon H.
Dike, The Territorial Post Offices of Arizona, Albuquerque, 1958.
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radically wrong when one man in charge of the government
forest reserves holds in his hand the power to either let us
continue on our peaceable and prosperous way or, by his edict,
put us off our accustomed grazing grounds and thereby ruin
us. It is bad for the man thus placed in such arbitrary power,
as it holds up to him inducements for bribery, favoritism and
corruption. It is correspondingly bad for the sheep man, as he
is continually 'walking on thin ice,' which he has no assurance
will hold up longer than the present. From a wool grower's and
a mutton raiser's point of view it is a
DECIDEDLY WRONG AND DANGEROUS condition of affairs."

Said one man the other day: "I have improvements on my
ranch, which is located on the reserve, which amount to over
$3,000 and should I be denied permit to graze my sheep on
the reserve these same improvements would be practically
worthless and I would see the fruit of 29 years' hard labor
swept away. Arizona, except in a very few favored sections,
is a grazing and mining territory."
If the government dam is built in the Tonto basin, 8 it will
put many acres under profitable cultivation but there will
still be thousands of acres here fit only for the grazing of
sheep and cattle. Sheep do better and
BRING SURER pIVIDENDS on the investment than do cattle in
Arizona.
Where you find one cattle man who has made money in
Arizona you find a dozen or more who broke up in the cattle
business.
On the contrary, where you find one sheep man who broke
up, you find a dozen <;>r more who are prosperous.
There is but one conclusion to draw; it is this: Arizona
is a sheep man's country, and such let it remain. The weeds
and grasses, which start as early as February 1, down on
the desert around Phoenix, attract the sheep man, who drive
their sheep down from the northern and central Arizona
ranges to the desert. When it rains, his'sheep are shorn by
8. The Tonto Basin lies north of Roosevelt Dam on the Salt River at the junction with
Tonto Creek.
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the last of March, and by the 25th of April, or May 1st, are
all fat, sold and made into mutton.
On the contrary, when it does not rain, he often returns'
to the northern ranges after lambing with less sheep and
lambs than he had sheep to go down with.
AN EXCEPTIONAL YEAR. This year, according to Hutchinson, commonly called "Hutch" by the sheep men, was an
exceptional one, the very best in his rememberance. The per
cent of lambs saved this year was in most cases around 100,
some reporting as high as 112 per cent of a lamb crop marked
out. Of course this year is a record breaker and not an
average.
Wool brings a good price, mutton a good price, and feed
is excellent, a condition, says Hugh Campbell, which does not
occur more than twice in a lifetime.
There are two things which Hugh is authority on. One is
New Mexico wethers and the other is the game of sluff. 9
When Hugh is too tired to play sluff there is something
radically wrong. It is a curious sight to old cow men to go into
Cordes station now and see the place filled with sheep men
boarding with Mr. Corder, who some dozen years ago was a
confirmed cow man.
Now there is one of the best sheep dips in Arizona located
there, as well as shearing pens, all of which turn the old man
in quite a nice little revenue.
The plains and hills from Phoenix up to Mayer 10 are at
this time of year (April)
ONE MASS OF FLOWERS AND GREEN WEEDS. A sheep need
not go ten rods to get all it wants to eat. The air is filled with
the perfume of flowers. The stillness is unbroken save by the
call of· some old ewe to her straying lamb. The herders lie
9. .Quien sabe?
10. After construction of the railroad the name of this site was changed from Antelope
Station to Cordes Station because the former name had already been applied to another railroad station. John H. Cordes was appointed post master when the office was established on
June 9, 1886. It was discontinued on November 15, 1944. Arizona Place Names. Dike, op.
cit.• states that the Cordes Post Office was discontinued on January 31, 1912.
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under some brush and sleep through the middle of the day.
All is peace, contentment and prosperity in a year like this.
"But," says Bill McIntire,ll "it isn't always like this. If
you had been with the Frenchman and me when we were
snowed in last winter, you would have wished you had never
seen a sheep. The Frenchman would have sold out his whole
herd of California ewes for a dollar a head and been glad to
get that.
"Yes, and when your sheep have eaten all the grass off
the reserve and you are waiting for a permit to go on, and
your sheep are starving by the hundreds, you see your hard
earned money melting like snow-money which you have
lived away out in the sheep camp, away from civilization and
home, to get--then it is that you wish you were in some other
business."
"Yes," says Lockett, "you fellows see us when we are in
town, fat and sassy, but then we are at our best. Whiskey
tastes good to us then, but catch us out on the desert, with no
water, no grass and·everything seemingly going wrong, and
you will see different men entirely."
"Yes," says Hutch, "this year we .will take a trip back
East, spend a good spell down on the coast, but maybe next
year we will be, as the saying is, here, all in, and then some."
"Well," says Colin Campbell, "I have driven down to the
desert many times and made good lambings, too, better than
others did under like conditions, but I don't go down any
more-it is
TOO DANGEROUS AN EXPERIMENT at times. Perkins went
down with the wethers this year and it seems as though he
never would get away from Phoenix. Well, Phoenix is a nice
town to stay in, but I would like to see him up here at Winslow about this time to help shearing and selling the wool."
11. Joe Mayer located here about 1882. The post office was established January 11. 1884.
with Sarah B. Mayer serving as post mistress. Arizona Place Names. John and Lillian
Theobald, Arizona Territory Post Offices and Post Masters. Phoenix: The Arizona Historical Foundation. 1961. William McIntire was a Coconino County sheepman someti~e after
1891. Haskett. op. cit.• 7 :3.
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And so it goes as I sit around among the old timers, men
who have practically spent their lives in the business here.
Are they contented? ask you.
I do not know but from the way they hang to the business
and from the enthusiasm they show in their work I would
answer, yes.
Many people think of Arizona as a desert, but if those
people should stop off at Flagstaff, they might think that they
were in the pine woods of Maine, or upper peninsula of
Michigan.
There is one of the largest lumber and box factories here
in the United States. It employs hundreds of hands and ships
its product all over the world.
THE PEOPLE OF ARIZONA are, as a whole, a prosperous,
well educatedand hustling class of people. They are a people
who would do well in almost any state and under almost any
conditions.
To the old timer there is no such thing as failure. He is
always hopeful, and if he has not made a stake he is going to
do so in the near future.
The American element predominates here but it is the
same here as it is in every place in the Southwest. They
employ Spanish herders almost entirely and pay them $30
and board. The cost of running a ewe herd a year is estimated
at 70 to 75 cents a head. The sheep shorn around Phoenix
shear from five to nine pounds per head. Those around Winslow shear from eight to 10 pounds per head. Around Ash
Fork and Seligman they shear seven to eight pounds per
head.
The weight of fleece and shrinkage varies from 60 to 75
per cent, according to the class of sheep and where they are
run. Those run in the mountains all winter, show a whiter,
cleaner fleece than those run on the plains and their wool
shrinks at least 5 to 10 per cent less.
WOOL IN ARIZONA brought this year from 12 to 151;2 cents
a pound, according to quality and condition. Two-year-old
wethers were nearly all contracted before April 20 at prices
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ranging from $3 to $3.50 per head, grass fed. Some have
gone from Cordes, Arizona, which were pronounced by the
buyers as equal, or better, than native corn fed stuff. The
mutton fatted on the weeds of the desert is certainly deliCious, as the writer can testify from personal experience out
in the shearing camps.
THE NUMBER OF SHEEP kept in Arizona is comparatively
small but those running them are as prosperous or more so
than their neighbors in New Mexico.
Arizona has two outlets for her mutton, one to the California coast, the other east. This makes quite a little difference in prices and the attitude of buyers.
COLIN CAMPBELL. During my stay in Winslow I became
better acquainted with Colin Campbell, Arizona's veteran
sheep man. It is generally conceded by those who claim to be
a judge of wool that the Campbell clip is the best clip of fine
wool in Arizona. The sheep have been bred in the same line
for 27 years without any intermixture of blood other than
Merino or Delaine. Mr. Campbell also raises from 1,000 to
1,200 bucks each year which he sells in southern Colorado,
New Mexico, and Arizona.
Those who have used rams from this flock pronounce
them very fine and capable of enduring any kind of weather
or feed that any other sheep can. This clip of wool is a strictly
fine territory and a very even and desirable clip. When it
comes to the breeding of sheep and the raising of wool, Mr.
Colin Campbell does not have to take a back seat for anyone.
OTHER SHEEP MEN. The other sheep men who make their
homes in Winslow are Mr. Woods, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Hart and Mr. Bly.12 All of these gentlemen are good
12. Hart was a pioneer sheepman in Coconino County after 1881. Haskett, op. cit., p.
23. He is mentioned in the weekly Arizona Miner, December 21, 1877. as quoted in E. N.
Wentworth, American Sheep Trails, p. 247. Ames: The Iowa State College Press, 1948. He
served in the Territorial House of Representatives, 16th Legislature, Apache County, 1891George H. Kelly, Legis/ative History, 1864-1912. 1926.
E. S. Perkins is listed as a Territorial Council member from Apache County, 1901Ibid., p. 209.
Mrs. E. S. Perkins is mentioned as a sheep owner in Apache County after 1891. Haskett, op.cit., P. 47.
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sheep men and from all appearances are making a success at
the business. Mr. Woods is also quite heavily interested in
business blocks in Winslow. Mr. Sawyer was engaged in the
general merchandise business, but quit to devote his entire
time to the sheep business. Mr. Bly was running last year
over 6,000 head, but on account of the uncertainty of the
forest reserve range, he sold out all but one herd. Mr. Hart
runs one, herd of sheep and has much of the Campbell blood
in his sheep.
Taking the sheep men of Arizona as a whol.e, they are a
whole-souled lot of fellows and exceptionally good business
men and managers.

Perkins and Campbell are mentioned as sheepmen in Ibid., p. 48.
Sawyer-Otondo Sheep Company of Winslow, Arizona, is mentioned in ibid., p. 47.
Jay X. Wood was a pioneer sheepman of Coconino County after 1881. Ibid., p. 29. I
have no information on Ely,

Nates and Documents
For more than thirty years the NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL
REVIEW has been published jointly by the Historical Society
of New Mexico and The University of New Mexico, with
assistance from the Museum of New Mexico in keeping the
business records and providing mailing service. By a threeway agreement between these institutions, The University
of New Mexico will assume full responsibility for the REVIEW,
beginning July 1, 1963. A Board of Editors selected from
the Faculty of the Department of History will serve as
kibitzers, but the editor will continue to ignore kibosh, as
usual, although only until June 30, 1964.

• • •
The Oklahoma Civil War Centennial Commission announces the
publication of a full color map of the Civil War in Indian Territory,
early-day Oklahoma. Twenty-nine combat sites are located, along with
forty-nine related installations, mostly identified for the first time. Combat drawings, photographs, and a sketch of the war in Indian Territory
also are included.
The map is the work of Muriel H. Wright, editor of The Chronicles
of Oklahoma, and LeRoy H. Fischer, professor of history in Oklahoma
State University. Copies are available without cost from the Planning
Division, Oklahoma Department of Highways, Jim Thorpe Building,
Oklahoma City 5, Oklahoma. Flat copies for display purposes will be
sent when specified.

ERRATA
A map prepared by Professor J. M. Tucker, Dept of Botany, University of California at Davis, was inserted in the April issue of the
NMHR by error. Gremlins apparently have not yet abandoned the
world. F.D.R.
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Rebel of The Rockies: A History of the Denver and Rio
Grande Western Railroad. By Robert G. Athearn. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1962. Pp. xv, 395. Maps,
illustrations, bibliography, index. $10.00.
This is the well-told history of what started from Denver
as a narrow gauge line heading toward EI Paso and developed
instead into a standard gauge route to Salt Lake City. Almost
as soon as the Rio Grande was beaten at the Raton Pass entrance to New Mexico by the Santa Fe Railroad, it began
clashing with its larger rival over the Royal Gorge and eventually won this vital route to the booming silver town of Leadville. Aside from a branch casually thrust down to Santa Fe
and a later spur to Farmington, the narrow gauge turned
aside from New Mexico to serve many mining camps of southwestern Colorado and to "liberate" Utah from the Union
Pacific-Central Pacific monopoly there. Its own domain was
invaded by the Denver, South Park, and Pacific and by the
Colorado Midland, whose competition helped force the Rio
Grande to widen its main line to standard gauge. The D&RG
fell into the hands of financier George Gould, who in 1905 began constructing the Western Pacific and helped finance it
by placing a crushing share of the expense on the older road,
wringing out the money by scandalous neglect of essential
maintenance. The inevitable bankruptcy and reorganization,
1918-1924, placed the D&RG under the joint ownership of the
Western Pacific and Missouri Pacific. The latter, connecting
with the D&RG at Pueblo, had little interest in the proposed
construction of a direct line from Denver to Salt Lake City;
after much controversy the state helped finance the Moffat
tunnel and finally in 1934 the opening of the Dotsero cut-off
to the main line of the Rio Grande completed the short route.
In 1935 bankruptcy again struck the mountain railroad, its
receivers spent large sums on rehabilitation, and when reorganized in 1947 the road emerged ,in excellent condition to
254
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handle a large volume of business. By this time local hauling
was not nearly as important a source of revenue as through
transcontinental traffic.
Rebel of the Rockies is certainly a good book, neatly organized, clearly written, enlivened with apt quotations and
colorful incidents, well balanced, judicious and clearly pointing out major trends without going into exhaustive details. It
shows the unfortunate aspects of the railroad's history
frankly enough that some men ought to be turning over in
their graves. Helpful maps, interesting illustrations and a
thorough index are included.
University of Idaho

WILLIAM S. GREEVER

My Life on the Range. By John Clay. With an introduction

by Donald R. Ornduff. Norman: University of, Oklahoma
Press, 1962. Pp. xxiii, 372. $5.95.
What do you say about John Clay's My Life on the Range?
Hailed almost immediately as a classic of Western Americana when it appeared nearly forty years ago, it has enhanced its luster as the decades have rolled on. The chief
complaint against the book has been that it is hard to find,
and expensive to purchase. Now in this new edition that complaint has been laid aside.
Re-reading Clay's classic merely reinforces the feeling
that here is one of the enduring books of the American cattle
industry. No sentimentalist, Clay can conjure up visions of
a land and a time with "a freedom, a romance, a sort of
mystic halo" without ever once descending to the maudlin.
Perhaps it is because he is always perceptive, invariably
astringent in a civilized sort of way, as when, speaking of
astute Henry Miller, he writes that to "know him was an
inspiration, to trade with him was an education."
This book is an education-in content, in style, and in
point of view. Not only does it portray a half-century of the
Western cattle industry through the eyes of a prime participant, but it analyzes such facets as a Cheyenne cattlemen's
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club, stocking a ranch, controlling range diseases, and handling livestock loans, to name only a few. It is a manual and a
guide, except that it sustains interest, no matter how technical the subject under discussion.
.Let's face it. My Life on the Range deserves the accolades
heaped on it by undereducated (in book-Iearnin') Cowhands,
by Western buffs and scholars, and by that least starry-eyed
bunch of academic strays, the bibliographers. I for one salute
Donald R. Ornduff of The American Hereford Journal and
the University of Oklahoma Press for making it available to
me at the price of a good sirloin (medium rare) at the
Stockyards Inn.
University of Texas
JOE B. FRANTZ

Cochiti: A New Mexico Pueblo, Past and Present. By Charles
H. Lange. Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1960,
Pp. xxiv, 618. Bibliog., illust., index. $10.00.
Freshly published technical volumes sometimes receive
hurried reviews which toss them to the public with a dutifully gay splash or drop them with a few laboriously sophisticated criticisms re scope or readibility. It is thus the more
pleasant to reflect at leisure on a volume for which the publication date reads three years ago.
Lange's Cochiti still is next to the last major publication
to have appeared in Pueblo ethnology, a field which remains
uncrowded because the original data is far from easy to come
by. And Lange's book, after its two years plus debut is well
on its way to becoming a classic which offers' material of
interest to readers in several fields.
While a student in the anthropology department of the
University of New Mexico, Lange began the study on Cochiti
economics which resulted in his dissertation. Through a seven
year period of intermittent study (1946-1953), this was enlarged by field work to round out knowledge of present conditions in the pueblo and by collection of unusually full data
from widely assorted earlier sources. As he points out, com-
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parative statements referring to other pueblos have been
kept at a minimum; the work is essentially a detailed ethnography, although the pueblo is placed in perspective among
its Rio Grande associates.
Lange lived in Cochiti pueblo for 12 weeks during the
summer of 1947, five in the summer of 1948, and six in 1951.
Such an arrangement, which would not have been possible
in the conservative eastern pueblos until recently, permitted
him to really know the people and to participate in many of
their activities. He found a number of the men glad to cooperate in recording material, even on the usually secret subject
of katcinas, for the express purpose of saving this knowledge
for the rapidly acculturating younger generation. This opinion in itself was witness to the considerable acculturation of
the informants, although their desire for anonymity proved
that the old conservative feeling for secrecy which has made
work on the eastern pueblos so difficult in the past still was
known in Cochiti.
The most important matter to Lange and his informants
was that the record should be accurate, as the popular and
often erroneous accounts sometimes seen by Pueblo people
are a source of irritation.
Now, with the book having been out before the public for
several years, what is the feeling of the people of Cochiti toward it? This is a point of major concern to anthropologists,
as some who put out reports on the basis of secret collection
of data in past years were threatened with dire reprisal from
a pueblo should they dare enter it again.
Cochiti, today, is proud of the book. Most of the villagers
were involved in its composition and most of them consider
it to be a good document. Gaining a consensus of opinion on
most matters has resulted in elimination of all but a very few
unimportant errors. Many of the elders who participated now
are gone, and although there originally was some disagreement in certain families as to whether information should
or should not be given, the young adults of today who are
most closely allied to the esoteric material of the various reli-
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gious groups are very glad that this knowledge has been
saved. Moreover, participation in the project of setting down
a description of the old way of life has led them to a fresher
realization of the fact that their culture held many virtues
which could be appreciated by the outside world. Conserving
this in print was an initial step now followed by permitting
photography even of ceremonial dances, open house to visitors, tape recording of old songs, and a general feeling of
good-willed freedom to those who seek information.
The primary descriptions in this volume are economic:
resources, property concepts, ownership, agricultural economy, food preparation and diet; hunting, including implements used, the Hunt society, communal hunting drives or
"surrounds," pit traps, the use of red ochre for improving
one's vision during hunts, and the ceremonial proceedings
necessary when an eagle, bear or mountain lion is killed and
brought into the village. The gathering of salt a generation
ago from the salt lakes of the Estancia Valley, the use of turquoise, the collection of gypsum and its conversion into whitewash for house walls, the collection and use of various wild
plants, basketry (only the yucca twilled basket), pottery
making, weaving (in the past), and trading with other
Pueblos and with Navajos,-all are described. One learns
how to do beadwork, and that silver-smithing did not reach
this pueblo until the 20th century. We see drawings of wooden
stirring sticks and oven paddles with which bread is removed
from the domed ovens. We are intrigued with the story of
Cochiti's first sale of their now famous drums: a man, needing money for some purchase at the time of a secret dance,
took a small drum to the trading post where he received fifteen cents for it--plus the order for a hundred more. We
move from stone objects and gourd rattles to community licenses and fees, wage earning within and outside the pueblo,
and who went into the military services and what the results
were in culture change.
The jump from consideration of these everyday items to
description of the ceremonial organization is not as great as
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one might guess, for religious organization and sanction
forms the immediate and real background to all pueblo activities. Discussion of the calendar and ceremonial paraphernalia
for the annual round of retreats and dances leads into the consideration of kinship grouping and cooperation within and
between the larger social groups. An examination of the life
cycle pictures the individual in his successive relationships to
these various groups.
In considerable part, these are the subjects for any ethnography, although most Pueblo studies have given surprisingly little on material culture. But it is in Lange's copious
detail that much value lies, and in the background material
which he gathered from a varied collection of sources. After
a thorough covering of historic references, the author gives
a detailed picture of Spanish-Americans moving into the pueblo as early as 1880, lands being loaned to them (according to
Pueblo concept) in exchange for aid in protection against
Apaches and Navajos. The influences of these families and of
later contacts with Anglo outsiders and the described programs and plans of the USIS have been major landmarks in
Cochiti acculturation.
As background to present day reactions and customs,
Lange used not only the generally known monographs such as
those of Goldfrank and Father Dumarest but also the less
known papers of Frederick Starr, Ruth Benedict, and E. S.
Curtis, and unpublished notes of Boas and Elsie Clews Parsons, and the scattered 19th century descriptions from early
observers: Bandelier, Bourke, the Eikemeyers, and Charles
Lummis. The old photographs from several museum collections which were used to refresh the memory of informants
provide the reader with visual reference to house layout and
construction, the former "modernization" of the church with
addition of a tall cupola which the wind buffeted until it
cracked the adobe walls and had to be removed, and individuals formerly prominent in the tribe. Unpublished records
dating back to 1870 in the files of the Franciscan Fathers at
Perra Blanca provided good contrast to modern economic, edu-
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cationaI, and health data recorded by the United Pueblos
Agency.
One can summarize in saying that the book has much to
recommend it. It is full. It is beautifully bound (it does not
even look like a monograph!) And the book is readable, all
510 pages of the main part, after which anyone who still
seeks data can prowl through another 108 pages of appendices covering clan, moiety, and marriage rosters, kinship
terminology as compared over a 50 year period, births and
deaths, and a short paper by Gertrude Kurath on Cochiti
choreographies and songs, and another by J. R. Fox on Cochiti linguistics. There is-finally-a full reference bibliography and index.
. Can one ask for more? Then peer under the back cover
and find a pocket containing a map of the modern pueblo,
complete even to "unoccupied houses with poor roofs," outside toilets, and water hydrants!
The University of New Mexico
FLORENCE HAWLEY ELLIS

Formative Years in the Far West. By Gerald T. White. New
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1962. Pp. xv, 694. Bibliog., illust., index. $7.50.
This is a history of the earliest years of the petroleum industry in California. It is also a detailed and thorough history
of how, why, and when Standard Oil entered the California
and Far Western markets and developed its interests to the
point where it became the largest single petroleum company
in California. This is an account of how one company grew
and expanded, and in part the history of the growth and development of the oil industry in the Far West.
What gives this study authority is the careful blend of
detailed, and whenever possible thoroughly minute, investigation into motives, origins of policies, and the interplay of
economic and personality pressures on policy formation. So
detailed are the accounts of each move made by management
and the situation presently affecting decision making that the
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story moves all too frequently at a snail's pace. This insistence
upon minute investigation results in monumental documentation of motives and proofs. If myths concerning rapacious
and exploitive policies on the part of monopolistic management existed about Standard Oil in California, they have been
thoroughly investigated and either dismissed or accounted
for in relation· to both the national and local development
of the industry.
Mr. White accounts for the entrance of Standard into the
Far West and California markets. Marketing know-how, aggressive and keen tactical maneuvering, and intelligent use
of capital resources account for much of the early success.
Standard's manipulation of railroad rates and its favored position in regard to these elements of cost is correctly placed
in context and in relation to the local and national situation
in regard to transportation costs and rebates. Standard made
full use of its tactical position, experience, and drive to make
a success of its venture in California and other market areas
in the Pacific and Alaska.
Another point of interest for the student of management
and anyone concerned with gaining a factual knowledge, of
how a big corporation utilizes its resources, is the detailed
analysis of the cautious and conservative approach Standard
had in acquiring production facilities and then entering the
refining competition. Its use of predecessor companies, for
example, Pacific Coast Oil, and its reliance upon Standard Oil
Company (Iowa) illustrate its approach to expansion. This
study also is interesting in the light it throws on the manner
in which the executives in New York permitted their subordinates in San Francisco to guide and determine policy. Flexi. bility in decision making seems to have been the rule with
the man on the spot making most of the vital decisions.
In the era of trust busting the California corporation
played a comparatively minor role as far as a monopolistic
enterprise is concerned. It was not a monopoly in California,
although its size and efficiency in producing and marketing
determined that it would be powerful in setting prices for its
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products. Where the California corporation seems to have
been outstanding is in its use of sales techniques, in excellent
personnel relations with employees, and in meeting competi.tion by producing better products. The efficient use of tankers
and tank cars and pipe lines seems to have given it an advantage. Success in these activities seems to have been merited
and accounts for preference for Standard products. Competition with other marketers and producers seems to be the
key pattern for growth in an area where many oil companies after 1900 found that a growing population and industry and the motor cars were increasing demand for
petroleum products.
As important as any chapters are those dealing with the
relations of the Company and other producers with the federal government. The anti-trust cases are discussed as they
throw light on California's situation and avoid retelling of
the anti-trust movement. California Standard apparently
achieved "Independence Through Antitrust." When the story
of the development of production on government lands is told
light is thrown on the dismal failure of the federal government to work out either a workable administrative arrangement or pass legislation dealing realistically with those who
had drilled wells on its land. A contribution is made here to
the analysis of management's difficulties in trying to operate
oil wells and other facilities when neither Congress nor the
administration will or can establish clear and workable guide
lines. Mr. White shows from the company's point of view
the difficulties of operating weiIs and equipment when profits
and future production are left to the hazard of caprice of governmental decisions emanating from various bureaus and departments that are sometimes in conflict with each other. The
discussion of Standard's problems in California in dealing
with regulators and conservationists from 1910 to 1919 might
stimulate a larger and more general study of the history of
the oil industry's problems with government regulation and
conservation policies and how management has reacted to
them.
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This is not a "popular" history in any sense of the word.
It is hard reading; but it is rewarding reading. It is a care-

ful documentation and explanation of how an industry and
a company grew from precarious beginnings into large, sure,
and profitable security. It ends with a change in management
and the introduction of new scientific and economic factors
that open another era in 1919. Obviously a second and companion volume is required to bring the history of Standard in
California up-to-date. Mr. White is to be congratulated upon
his great research and painstaking organization of material.
His intelligent presentation of material and the scope of his
project would seem to guarantee that the story of Standard
and the industry in the Far West in relation to the Company
will need no retelling.
Purdue University
ROBERT B. ECKLES

A Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi: Being a History of the Old Sibley Brigade. By Theo. Noel. Newly
edited and with an introduction by Martin Hardwick Hall
and Edwin Adams Davis. Houston: The Stagecoach
Press, 1961. Pp. xxvii, 183. Maps, appendices. $7.50.
On "that cold, frosty morning" of November 7, 1861, Sibley's Texas Brigade, some 3,000 strong, marched out of San
Antonio singing "The Texas Ranger" as the Confederate colors and a variety of regimental and company flags whipped
about in the wind overhead. Their objective was a most incredible one: this motley crowd, some on horses and others
on foot, armed with bowie knives, shotguns, and a few rusty
rifles, planned to bring the far West into the Confederacy.
They were all enthusiastic over the plan of operations; and
their commander, sedate and bewhiskered Henry Hopkins
Sibley, had even more optimistic dreams in envisioning a
"Greater Confederacy" extending to the Pacific Ocean.
Noel, a member of the Fourth Texas Cavalry, tells the
story of that "romantic gamble" in a spirited and knowledgeable style. And this is a credit to him, since he lacked an edu-
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cation, havi:p.g quit schoolat fourteen to help his brother run
a newsstand in Seguin, Texas, and contipuing to do so until
he left to join the cavalry. His account, if at times grandiloquent and grossly biased, is nevertheless a charming one. The
earlier pages are filled with anecdotes and ludicrous incidents. An example of the humor is the story about a company
of Texans in dress review who failed to hear an order to
"file left" and kept on marching until they had gone over a
nearby hill and disappeared. Watching them pass out of
sight, General Sibley grunted, "Gone to Hell."
.
After that, however, Noel can find little about the expedition that was humorous. He recounts the hardships that
soon beset Sibley's ragged command-the bitter cold that
plagued them in the Texas Big Bend country and on the New
Mexico desert; the severe shortages of food and ammunition;
the exhausting marches through moving clouds of sand and
over a land devoid of roads or waterholes; and the diarrhea
and fever that made many of the men collapse on the way,
left there to be eaten by carnivorous animals or to freeze as
the column pushed on toward Santa Fe. Noel describes in
vivid and exaggerated detail their engagements with Federal
forces at Valverde in February and at Glorieta Pass near
Santa Fe in March. At this point, the Confederates, whose
supplies were completely exhausted, began'a slow, desperate
retreat down the Rio Grande, reaching Texas in the late
spring of 1862, their ranks thinned by some 1,700 casualties
on the campaign.
The expedition failed for several reasons, and foremost
among them was Sibley's glaring incompetence as a field.commander. Pompous and pigheaded, with a weakness for the
bottle, he often left command decisions to Colonel Tom Green
of the Fifth Texas while he drank in his tent or toured the
surrounding countryside in his carriage. Among other inexcusable things he did, he was not in the field when his troops
met the enemy at Glorieta. Noel, however, refuses to criticize
his commander. He calls Sibley an "able and skillful" briga-
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dier and laments the "public clamor raised against him" when
the Brigade returned to Texas.
Though Noel can find no wrong with his superiors, he is
fairly accurate in narrating the New Mexico adventure and
in following the Brigade's later activities, from the battle of
Galveston on New Year's day, 1863, to a long tour of duty
in the mosquito-infested bayous of southern 'Louisiana. There
the outfit served under Richard Taylor in the Red River Campaign and after that saw limited action in Arkansas. Then,
on orders from the Trans-Mississippi High Command, it set
out for him. It is here that Noel's "short, imperfect and hurriedly compos~d history leaves the brigade en route for
Texas."
The Stagecoach Press' edition of Noel's book, originally
published in 1865, is handsome in design and in print. It has
helpful editorial notes and an editor's introduction that outlines the brigade's activities and gives a concise and objective
evaluation of the New Mexico expedition. Detailed appendices, including regimental officers, names and dates of engagements, and a list of killed and wounded, round out a
valuable source work that is a must for Civil War collections.
STEPHEN B. OATES
Austin, Texas

Exploring the Great Basin. By Gloria Griffen Cline. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1963. Pp. xviii, 216.
Bibliog., illust., index. $4.95.
From the time of Christopher Columbus' voyages of discovery, European nations sought a water route that would
provide direct passage across North America to the Orient.
The Spanish searched in vain along the Pacific coast for the
western outlet of a mythical Strait of Anian. The Hudson
Bay Company trappers explored the river systems of the
Greater Northwest looking for the Northwest Passage, and
when the last major river system to be delineated, that of
the Fraser River, provided no continuous water passage, they
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virtually gave up the quest. A potent force behind the exploration of the Americans, Lewis and Clark, was the search for
a continuous water route connecting the Missouri and Columbia River systems. By this time the myth was about destroyed
but there remained one last hope that a water route might be
found in the vast, uncharted area between California's Sierra
Nevada and the Wasatch Mountains of central Utah. This
land had been one of mystery and legend from the year 1776
when the Spanish Franciscan Garces, and two friars, Dominguez and Escalante, penetrated the area, the former from
California, and the latter from Santa Fe. Largely as a result
of the supposition of map-makers recording Spanish exploits,
a river known as the San Buenaventura was thought to flow
westward from the Rockies through lakes and a break in the
Sierra Nevada on into the Pacific Ocean.
As the British fur traders and mountain men came into
the region from the Northwest, and the Americans from the
Missouri drainage basin, they not only obtained furs but also
gradually made known the geography of the area and in so
doing destroyed all mystery and myth including the existence
of the San Buenaventura River. It was John C. Fremont who,
in 1844, settled the matter when he realized that this great
interior basin had no outlet to the sea. This was perhaps his
greatest contribution as a scientific explorer, but by no means
the best known or most highly dramatized event in his life.
The author of this volume has traced the route of every
Spanish, British, and American trader, adventurer, and explorer who traversed any portion of the Great Basin between
1776-1844, noted what they recorded about it, and summarized the impact of their activity upon cartography. She has
assembled the well-known, but scattered information in monographic studies and with care and thoughtfulness integrated
the evidence into a unified and logical chronicle. The specialist
will find little in this volume to alter his existing knowledge
or to re-evaluate its significance. The Spanish and American
phases of the exploration are an oft-told story, but somewhat
less has been known about the British. To maintain balance

BOOK REVIEWS

267

in her account, the author has searched diligently in the archives of the Hudson's Bay Company and has made exceptionally good use of Peter Skene Ogden's Snake River Journal
of 1828-1829, including the maps. The use of diaries, letters
and reports has made the discussion of British activities the
most significant contribution to scholarship in the volume.
Mrs. Cline's book suffers from structural difficulties primarily because of a dualism in which she first describes an
exploration or journey and then recapitulates the events as
recorded by cartographers. Although she is admittedly dealing with a highly complicated subject, she is not justified in
such repetition as quoting exactly the same source materials
at widely separated parts of the book, i.e., a five-line quotation
from Fremont's Journal, p. 6 and p. 209, and a six-line statement from a J edediah Smith letter published by Andrew
Rolle, p. 156 and p. 196. The author occasionally makes assertion without documentation that would be helpful to many
interested readers as, for example, the ways and means that
George Vancouver's exploration made a forceful impression
on both Alexander Mackenzie and Thomas Jefferson, p. 63.
In the bibliography all sources that are not secondaryworks,
including doctoral dissertations and governmental documents, are surpr~singly lumped together under a heading,
"Manuscripts."
In spite of all the objections a professional historian
might raise concerning this book, the author has accomplished what she set out to do with such enthusiasm, to, dramatically record the deeds of those who made known the
geography of the Great Basin. Moreover, she has traced the
J!lovements of men in a more meaningful way by establishing
their routes in relationship to present-day population centers.
Students and readers of history, not often attracted -by accounts of geographical exploration, will be captivated by this
narrative.
University of California, Davis

W. TURRENTINE JACKSON
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Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday .. . A Study in Ghost
Towns. By Don Ashbaugh. Los Angeles: Westernlore
Press, 1963. Pp. 346. Illust., index. $7.50.
Don Ashbaugh dedicates this book to his wife, Alice. A
footnote on the dedication page informs that Alice passed
away one week after Don's burial.
The publishers of Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday merit
commendation beyond the usual recognition that attaches to
an attractively-produced item. In this instance there is more
involved than just another commercial publication. Friendship and admiration for Don Ashbaugh are.crafted into the
book's manufacture. Were he here to see it, Don would be
justly proud of his beautiful new book.
Much of the included material appeared as a weekly Sunday feature series in the Las Vegas Review-Journal. This series won many awards, the most outstanding being the 1959
Award of Merit by the American Association for State and
Local History.
Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday at no time distresses its
readers with a cumbersome sentence structure, styled in the
laborious, academic pattern that has become almost a ritual
among so many of our "learned" historical researchers. Here
is a book that is equally as distinctive for its fascinating interest-appeal as it is distinguished for its demonstrated historical contribution. The basic values written into Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday are not restricted to the State of Nevada
but are applicable to the entire Southwest, as well.
Don Ashbaugh gives definition to the scope of his coverage in his prefatory remarks:
"This is a story about Nevada's Ghosts, tales of long-gone
towns and the rugged individuals who built them. . . . Of men
with hope in their eyes, who braved the unknown, laughed at
hardships and death, lived and loved violently, drank prodigiously, and never gave up their serch for the beckoning bonanza
at the rainbow's end. . . . Of women who followed them,
fought with and for them, loved them and in a great many
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cases buried them. It is a story of Nevada towns which boomed,
bloomed and withered during the last 100 years."

Sixty or more historically-important ghost towns are
brought to life in the narrative; innumerable tales are related
about them and the people who lived in them. About all that
is wanting in Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday is an adequate
map system to assist the reader in visualizing the relative
locations of the towns-past and present-that are identified
in the text.
In reviewing a book on Nevada's early mining towns, one
finds it difficult to escape comparison with Nell Murbarger's
classic work-GJl;osts Of the Glory Trail (1956). In many instances, Ashbaugh duplicates material appearing in this
earlier book; in fact, he cites-and frequently quotes-passages from it. Happily, his type of writing, his avenues of
approach, and his method of treatment are all essentially dissimilar to those of Miss Murbarger. One feels no urge to construct a preference for one book over the other. Happily, also,
each book contains a wealth of informative material not included in the other. The reader need have no concern over the
possibility of excessive duplication.
The Murbarger book reflects one significant advantage.
While both writers must, of necessity, draw copiously from
early newspaper and regional accounts, Nell Murbarger personally visits and explores the towns she describes. Her descriptions, as a result, are flavored with an intimacy that
derives solely from personal knowledge and experience. She
strengthens her references to printed records by on-thescene interviews with old-timers-often with the original
pioneers themselves-or their immediate descendants. Thus
it may be said that, while Ashbaugh informs us of these historic areas, Nell Murbarger takes us there.
It would appear that the author is primarily concerned
with the early history of a region, and is not particularly
interested in its present-day status. The title of his book gives
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advance indication of this. And because most-if not allthese ghosts of yesteryear found their origin linked inseparably to some gold discovery, the book becomes-in consequence-an engrossing history of Nevada's early mining
activities.
Incidentally, the distinction that prevails in the" subject
matter of the Murbarger and Ashbaugh books asserts itself
in the considerable number of photographs appearing in each
(55 in the Murbarger; 67 in the Ashbaugh). Photographs
in the former relate mainly to the present day; those in the
latter (including pictures from the Nevada State Historical
Society and the Las Vegas Review-Journal) are generally of
an early vintage.
Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday represents something
more than one man's articulate response to a cherished dream.
It is the great, vibrant finale of a resourceful and dedicated
life. Don literally forced that life to encompass completion of
his self-imposed task.
"Death closes all; but something ere the end,
Some work of noble note, may yet be done."

Don Ashbaugh's book qualifies as a "work of noble note."
1045 W. Huntington Drive
E. I. EDWARDS
Room 207-Southern California Business Service
Arcadia, California

The Kiowas. By Mildred P. Mayhall. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1962. Pp. xviii, 315, 14 plates, index.
$5.95.
Dr. Mayhall has written a long and, unfortunately, rather
dull and repetitious book about the history of one of the more
interesting Plains Indian tribes.
Following a poetic evocation of the topography and climate of the Great Plains, she describes how the Kiowas together with their companion group, the Kiowa-Apache,
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moved early in the eighteenth century from their homeland
(probably in the Yellowstone region of the Rocky Mountains), taking up residence, making alliances, and adopting
the horse-riding, buffalo-hunting, nomadic way of life characteristic of the Plains.
Over ninety pages are devoted to quotations from early
"Descriptions of the Kiowas" and other Plains tribes. Several
picturesque incidents are (uncritically) related, but most of
the chapter focuses on various military expeditions into
"Indian Country" and the ethnocentric judgments of their
commanders on the behavior and character of the tribes
contacted.
"The Evolution of a Civilization" is Dr. Mayhall's title
for a chapter describing the nineteenth century material culture and social organization of the Kiowa and Kiowa-Apache.
The description is sketchy and adds little to our understanding of this variant of the Plains culture pattern. It contains
several inconsistencies. For instance, on p. 116 we are told
that "The Kiowas had six subtribes or bands," and these
are enumerated. But eight pages later we read that "there
were ten to twenty banqs." This chapter is filled with unfortunate phrases, e.g., "From then on, down to the present, the
'white man's road' was rocky and uphill" (p. 100). "There
was no fixed rule of inheritance, but band names, shield, and
tipi usually were patrilineal" (p. 123). "Undue giving was a
prerogative of the powerful" (p. 144). Here and elsewhere,_
typographical errors are annoying in this otherwise beautifully printed book, e.g., "counterpoint" for counterpart (p.
137), and "discard" for disregard (p. 287) .
The chapter on "The Kiowa Calendars" is little more than
a summarY-of Mooney's classic work on the subject, while the
two following chapters recapitulate all of this material (covering the years from 1832-92), adding details from a wide
variety of sources on the treaties, raids, massacres, and epidemics which studded this period.
Two brief chapters describe the eventual settlement of
the Kiowas on their present reservation and the social atti-

272

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

tudes and forces shaping their lives today. An appendix summarizes the archaeology of the Plains and current theories on
the linguistic affinities of the Kiowa language. (The 1959
publications by W. R. Miller and by G. L. and E. C. Trager
which support the linkage between Kiowa and Tanoan are
absent from the bibliography.)
In sum, The Kiowas is not a book to recommend to either
the casual reader or the specialist. Aside from the specific
criticisms noted above, the major deficiency seems, to this
reviewer, to lie in Dr. Mayhall's general point of view. The
development of Plains culture, whatever it was, certainly was
not the "Evolution of a Civilization," and the struggle between the aggressive, expanding Americans and the (less
than 2,000) aggressive, defending Kiowas was not a "Contest
of Civilizations," nor even of two cultures. The contest, once
the Civil War had ended, was between the military representatives of a loose amalgamation of bands and tribes and the
military force of a massive, relatively unified, national state
with vast resources and manpower at its disposal.
The term "civilization" refers to a relatively rare and
recent development in man's history. Applying this term
loosely does no honor to the Kiowas and can lead to the kind
of thinking in which Africans or Papuans are said to be "not
ready for self-government" though they have been governing
themselves-on a triballevel~ to be sure-for centuries. That
kind of thinking is akin to·the view which characterizes as
"undue giving" the ready generosity which made intratribal
theft virtually unknown· 6n the Plains. The narrowness of a
view which insists that tribal peoples must adapt tHemselves
to what we invidiously call the "modern world" when and
where we decided they should leads easily to confusion of
the convenience of an interest group (settlers, bankers, or
bureaucrats) with historical necessity.
University of New Mexico
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